
the next day, 20 people showed up to help them move. 
They built a new store at 722 Wyoming Street in 1985. 

The property across the street from Louis's Specialty 
once had a stone house on it (the Pauly house). It 
burned down in the 1950s, and Mr. Louie bought the 
whole thing and just kept it as it was until about four 
years ago. They took it apart and hauled away the 
stone. 

Interview with Cruz Peiia Sellers 

Mrs. Sellers lived in the Runge Street area from 1929 
until 1940. At :first her family lived in a small house on 
Victoria Street, which was located on a large lot used 
by her father, Julian Pena, for a wood yard. Later, 
about 1936, they moved to 111 Runge Street. Her 
father sold wood and kindling to people who did not 
have gas or kerosene for heating and cooking. He also 
owned a truck, which he used to deliver wood and to 
move people, as well as to take black Baptists to 
Salado Creek to be baptized. 

Mrs. Sellers attended Herff Elementary School in the 
neighborhood. The area contained a mixture of 
"gringos" (polish, Jews, Germans), Mexicans, and 
blacks. There were mostly black people in that part of 
town, and a lot of Mexicans, and about three German 
families. 

Mesquite wood was preferred for cooking, and old 
boards for kindling. Her father used to go out to Fort 
Sam and pick up lumber where they were tearing 
down buildings, bring it home, and sell it. 

The Chung Sun Chinese Grocery was across Victoria 
Street from their first house. Later they moved a little 
east. There was a cleaning and tailor shop on the 
corner of Victoria and Runge streets. The Hardeman 
Barbeque place was across the street, where she used 
to go and buy barbeque because he always gave her a 
"pile-on." Hardeman's was a one-man operation, and 
he made his own sausage. 

The San Antonio Casket Company used to be west of 
the Chung Sun Grocery and Mr. Hardeman, close to 
the railroad tracks. Her father used to deliver their 
caskets to the funeral homes. They later went into the 
upholstery business also. 
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There was another Mexican family living in the same 
block. They did plumbing and construction work. 
There was a black man named Valle who used to drive 
a truck for the Household Furniture Company. The 
United Fruit Company was on the railroad tracks. The 
kids used to go there, and the men working there 
would give us fruit. 

There were a lot of people walking along the railroad 
tracks, rather than going along the street-it was easier 
and closer to go that way. There was a street along the 
tracks part of the way. 

We used to buy our meats at the Ludwig Meat Market 
on Iowa Street. There were other grocery businesses 
through the neighborhood, on Nebraska and Cherry 
streets. 

When they moved to the area in 1929, there were 
houses on most of the lots along Runge Street. Most of 
them were owned by the Luchese family. A woman 
would come in a fancy car to pick up the rent. Our 
home belonged to Mr. Barnes. There were black and 
Mexican people living on Runge Street when they lived 
there. All the people were nice people, and there was 
no thought about people stealing or being afraid of 
anyone. Her parents moved back to Mexico in 1939, 
and she moved into town on Alamo Street. Her 
brothers and sisters married and stayed in San 
Antonio. 

They traveled on the train, but not on the Southern 
Pacific. They took the Missouri Pacific to go to visit 
family in Mexico. 

Interview with Joe Chihal 

Mr. Chihal started working as a brakeman for the 
railroad in Louisiana. He was transferred to Texas in 
1952. After serving in Alice, Houston, Lufkin, and 
Del Rio, he came to San Antonio in 1963. At that 
time, he was assistant superintendent for the San 
Antonio division. When the government took over the 
railroad, he was on loan to the government to help get 
adjusted. He stayed with Amtrack for about two years, 
then went back to his earlier job. His office was in the 
depot on Commerce Street. 



The Missouri Pacific was operating both freight and 
passenger trains out of the West Side when he came to 
San Antonio. The freight yard for the Southern Pacific 
was just off New Braunfels Street a little farther down 
from Commerce Street. All the trains were made up, 
and all the switches were done there. The only 
operations right around the passenger station were a 
few industries, such as Alamo Iron Works. The station 
was really just a passenger station, with offices on the 
second floor and passenger department on the first 
floor. 

The freight station was in the white brick building 
south of the station. Eventually, the freight station 
closed, and they moved them over to the passenger 
station, leaving just the trucking department there. 
Then later they moved the trucking over to the east 
yard near the switching yard just off New Braunfels 
Street. 

When he came here, mostly people came in the station 
to see the architecture. There were only two passenger 
trains operating. The railroad also served Alamo Iron 
Works, the San Antonio Machine and Supply 
Company, and Steves Sash and Door. 

Chihal tells a number of interesting anecdotes about a 
barber, a shoeshine place, an old hotel, a cook. 
Locally and nationally famous dignitaries came 
through, including Henry B. Gonzales, Jackie 
Gleason, and Mamie Eisenhower. Also, a number of 
movies were made in the area and used the depot. 

The Corner Cafe was a popular place to eat lunch, 
until the workers from HemisFair filled it up and you 
could not get in. He tells a bit about the makeup of the 
office he worked in and various people with whom he 
worked. Chihal took early retirement at age 55 in 
1980. 
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Chapter 5 

San Antonio, Texas, 1900-1940: 
A Period of Mutual Aid 

Shirley Boteler Mock 

What's on the exterior has little to do with how successfitl we are-it's the spirit within us. 

Introduction 

This report examines the processes of ethnicity at work 
in the empowerment of African-Americans against the 
historical backdrop of San Antonio from 1900-1940. 
In 1992 Phase IV excavations of the Alamodome 
Project conducted by the Center of Archaeological 
Research (CAR) were initiated within a 17-block area 
(NCB 636) in the eastern section of San Antonio. 
Construction of the Alamodome forced many 
inhabitants of this neighborhood to vacate their homes 
at the onset of the project. By the time Phase IV of the 
archaeological project had been initiated, maD.y of the 
small frame houses had either fallen prey to the 
wrecker or had been deserted to transients, leaving the 
discards of drug and alcohol use intermingled with an 
assortment of worn-out clothing, abandoned furniture, 
and the enduring plastic remains of fast food 
restaurants. 

This study was originally intended to focus on the 
archaeological evidence of the small enclave of homes 
located on Runge and Martin Luther King streets in 
Denver Heights, excavated during Phase IV of the 
AIamodome Project; however, it soon became obvious 
that this evidence alone was inadequate to address 
more urgent questions. How did the African
Americans who lived in these modest frame homes 
cope with discrimination and economic inequities 
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-Martin Luther King, Jr. 

during the early twentieth century? How did they 
interact with the rest of the African-American 
community and other groups? These questions could 
only be answered with a more in-depth examination of 
the life strategies of the broader African-American 
community in early San Antonio. To a great extent, 
however, this task was compromised by the lack of 
attention to the African-American in the historical 
reconstructions of early San Antonio (with the 
exception of research conducted by the Institute of 
Texan Cultures [ITC]). Moreover, comparative 
research also made it apparent that the San Antonio 
African-American community did not fit into the mold 
cast by the constructed histories of other urbanized 
African-American groups in the United States. 
Consequently, it was imperative to interview African
Americans living during this time period to augment or 
clarify the archaeological and archival evidence. The 
recollections and information collected and cited in this 
paper are the results of interviews which E. L. Fly and 
Associates and I conducted with African-Americans. 

Anthropologists must observe patterns in order to 
address stability and/or change as cultural processes. 
However, in minority groups these behavioral patterns 
are often subsumed and shaped by the social 
dimensions of ethnicity, the more subtle aspects of 
which are examined in the archaeological record and 
discussed in the first part of this paper. The early 



history of the African-American community in San 
Antonio, addressed in the second part of the paper, is 
a chronicle of adaptive strategies in articulation with, 
and in response to, a dominant Anglo-American 
society and increasing social circumscription. The final 
section of the paper examines these responses as a 
synthesis of ethnic values and Anglo-American 
institutions reorganized into a sustaining "mutual aid" 
system. 

Ethnicity and Empowerment 

African-American culture has been frequently 
subsumed under a "melting pot mythology" by some 
scholars (e.g., Glazer and Moynihan 1970; Schuyler 
1980:vii; cf. Blackwell 1975; Blauner 1970:349; Deetz 
1960; Staiano 1980), a term which obscures the multi
ethnic processes that often underlie cultural change. 
The study of assimilation, for example, often assigns 
to ethnic minority groups a passive role in cultural 
process and obscures the complexities of ethnic, class, 
and socioeconomic differences. In a more general 
sense, ethnicity can be defined as the "mechanism by 
which interest groups use culture to symbolize their 
within-group organization in opposition to and in 
competition with other interest groups" (Hodder 
1979:452; emphasis in the original). Studies such as 
Barth's (1970) classic work have provided a 
framework from which to examine the maintenance of 
social boundaries between competing groups. 
However, I agree with McGuire (1982: 169) who 
contends that these studies apply more to cultures than 
to ethnic groups in urban, industrialized cities. 

Ethnicity is a two-way process that grows out of 
interaction, not isolation, and in this context, ethnicity 
is a dynamic process (e.g., Barth 1970; Staiano 
1980:29) in which minorities are constantly 
restructuring their social boundaries with the dominant 
group. Ethnicity can also be exploited by a minority 
group for social or economic gain. History then, is not 
simply something that happens to people, "but 
something they make-within, of course, the very 
powerful constraints of the system in which they are 
operating" (Ortner 1984: 159). 

In many cultures ethnic groups maintain boundaries 
through the use of behavioral or material symbols. For 
instance, their outward manifestations such as clothing, 
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ornaments, or architecture (e.g., Wiessner 1983; 
Wobst 1977) symbolized the "consciousness of a 
common past" (Blauner 1970:357) a situation which is 
present in modem day African-American society. 
However, ethnicity can be expressed much more 
subtly within an ethnic group, affecting the newspapers 
read, the religion espoused, or the values or standards 
by which the children are raised (Roosens 1989: 18). 
Ethnic behavior may be so subtle or obscured by the 
constantly changing dimensions of class or poverty that 
few ethnic patterns of artifact use remain in the 
archaeological record of urban societies (Cheek and 
Friedlander 1990:36; see also McGuire 1982: 164). 

Strong boundaries, or segregation, not only serve the 
interests of the dominant group (McGuire 1982: 171) 
but, as illustrated in this report, can be turned to the 
advantage of the minority ethnic group (McGuire 
1982: 161). For instance, as the archival and oral 
histories show, boundaries imposed by the Anglo
American culture during the early twentieth century in 
San Antonio served as an impetus for solidarity and 
economic growth in the African-American community. 
While Anglo-American middle-class values, 
institutions, and economic structures were incorporated 
by African-Americans, they were transformed into 
new contexts of use as strategies of survival; into an 
ethos of mutual support. 

Archaeology and Ethnicity 

Archaeological excavation of the NCB 636 area 
provided an opportunity to gather data on early 
African-American settlement in San Antonio, thus 
supplementing the archival data and oral interviews. 
As a result of preliminary archival investigations, the 
field strategy focused on Area I (the area formed by 
Runge, Cherry, and Durango streets) and Area 2, (the 
area surrounding Lots C and D, and the central 
sections of Lots A8 and 7) (Volume II). Many of the 
houses had been removed prior to the arrival of the 
excavation teams from CAR. 

Both the archaeological deposits and architecture in 
Area 1 dated from ca. 1856 to the present day; 
however, this area was singled out for more intense 
investigation because deed records indicated a 
predominant African-American population in the early 
part of the twentieth century. Race designations are not 



given in the census reports subsequent to 1920; 
therefore, African-American occupancy at a specific 
residence, unless verified by oral informants, could not 
be ascertained. However, oral informants state that 80 
percent of the Denver Heights area was African
American (Jones, Oral History Interview, 1991). 

Early land surveys and titles indicate that the entire 
block under investigation was purchased by Bernard J. 
Mauermann in 1874. In 1918 his son, Gus 
Mauermann, subdivided the property he had inherited 
into 19 small lots and Runge Street was platted (Bexar 
County Deed Records [BCDR], Bexar County 
Courthouse, San Antonio, Texas, 568:241). From 
1921 to 1926, Gus Mauermann built 19 houses on the 
small parcels of land, seven of which, although 
considerably altered by the subsequent owners, were 
remaining at the time of the Alamodome Project. 
Runge Street houses razed prior to Phase IV were 
photographed and mapped. 

Traditional approaches to examining ethnicity in the 
archaeological record use indices such as architecture, 
furniture, privies, dwelling dimensions, the use of 
available space, settlement patterns, household items, 
dietary remains, and refuse disposal (e.g., Cheek and 
Friedlander 1990; Evans 1980; Staiano 1980; Vlach 
1986). Patterns obtained from this data would be 
compared to household patterns of other ethnic groups 

Trench B, for example, as might be expected, yielded 
a variety of materials representing different time 
periods. A small saltbox-style house at 1231h Runge 
Street was probably brought in from another location 
close to the site. City records note that Mr. 
Mauermann constructed the house in 1924, a date that 
does not correlate with the architectural style of the 
building, which dates to around 1880. Janet Penn Baity 
(personal communication 1993), who lived at 127 
Runge Street as a child, recalls this house being placed 
on the back of Nebraska Street (later changed to 
Martin Luther King Drive [MLK]), Lot 120, by 
Ophelia MacKinnon. 

The small houses investigated in the study area located 
on Runge, Cherry, and MLK streets are small frame 
bungalows (Figure 5-1), typical of small houses ca. 
1880-1930 (Lancaster 1986). Certainly the most 
noticeable feature of the frame houses in the 
neighborhood was their architectural monotony, each 
with a gabled front and exterior of board and batten 
siding. The houses were placed at the front of the lots 
facing Runge or Cherry streets, with very small front 
yards in comparison to the older houses built by 
Anglo-Americans, subsequently rented or purchased 
by African-Americans. Backyards were also small by 
comparative standards, with little room for gardens or 
storage areas. 

located in a similar working class 
neighborhood to elicit different 
boundary maintenance strategies. ---------
Three trenches (A, D, and E) 
were placed in Area 1 to provide 
maximum recovery. In Area 2, 
northwest of Area I (NCB Lots C, 
D, 7, and 8) two trenches (B and 
C) and four 2-x-2-m test units 
were placed. Deposits from 
Area 1, with the exception of 
123% Runge Street, fell within 
the projected 1920 to present-day 
time frame. Deposits in Area 2 
(Lots 123% and 125) ranged in 
date from the late 1800s to present 
day. The earlier deposits relate to 
structures that were in place prior 
to the subdivision of the 
Mauermann property and platting 
of Runge Street. Deposits from 

Figure 5-1. Smallframe bungalow at 123 Runge Street, 1990. 
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Similar to vernacular versions of the T -shaped 
bungalow, the houses were actually one single core 
unit of kitchen, dining, and living room with a oIie
room wing, and a back and front inset porch (e.g., 
Gottfried and Jennings 1985). Heat was provided by an 
interior brick chimney with stove pipe openings into 
the kitchen and dining room (Inman, Oral History 
Interview, 1992). Two front entrances off the inset 
front porch offered the renters/owners the opportunity 
to sublet rooms in the house to supplement incomes. 
Therefore, the single kitchen served the needs of either 
extended-kin units or owner and boarder. Although 
originally serving as a functional architectural feature 
for the lower class, the two-door enclosed-porch model 
became typical of mass-produced houses in the 
twentieth century (Amy Dace, personal communication 
1992) and can still be found throughout the Denver 
Heights area. 

The small rental houses on Runge were among a 
multitude of architectural styles in the Denver Heights 
area, only a few of which were included in the Phase 
N NCB 636 investigations of the Alamodome Project. 
They included Victorian-influenced, L-plan houses; 
Texas Victorian T-plan houses; single-family cottages; 
bungalow-style houses; and one German stone house 
left standing at the time of excavations, the 
Demazieres house. Although many of the early houses 
were built by Anglo-Americans, some middle-class 
African-American families 
built their own houses in the 
early 1900s (Inman, Oral 
History Interview, 1992) as the 
Denver Heights area spread to 
the east. 

Versions of the more humble, 
vernacular-type, "shotgun" house 
were represented on Hackberry 
Street next to the Mt. Zion 
First Baptist Church, 
according to the Reverend 
Claude Black (Oral History 
Interview, 1992). The small, 
narrow shacks, built by Anglo
American absentee landlords, 
were located in pockets 
throughout Denver Heights: in 
Pablo Alley in Block 620 
(Figure 5-2) and around 
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Commerce Street and north of Commerce Street, near 
the railroad tracks. Today, only a few of these houses 
are left on the east side, and due to architectural 
alterations, many can hardly be recognized (Clyde 
Glosson, personal communication 1992). 

As late as 1970, a large percentage of African
American housing lacked basic plumbing such as 
bathtubs and toilets (e.g., Blackwell 1975:143). 
However, this lack of facilities was true of other ethnic 
groups in San Antonio, suggesting it was a condition of 
poverty and low socioeconomic status. Runge Street 
residents in San Antonio did not have such amenities 
when the houses were constructed in the 1920s. 
Architectural modification of the Runge and Cherry 
street houses through time included the enclosure of 
the inset back porch for indoor plumbing and flush 
toilets in the late 1930s. 

According to the Reverend Claude Black (Black, Oral 
History Interview, 1992), bathtubs were a sign of 
affluence when he was growing up in the Denver 
Heights area in the early 1900s. Galvanized bathtubs 
were stored and used on the back porch and water was 
obtained from an outside spigot. More affluent homes 
had hot water piped .into the bathroom. Another sign of 
affluence, observes the Reverend Black, was to have 
more than one bedroom because it afforded more 
privacy. 

Figure 5-2. Shotgun house at 139 Pablo Alley, 1990. 



Clearly, neither the architecture nor the archaeological 
record showed qualitative or quantitative patterns that 
could be assigned to ethnic behavior. This absence 
may be due, in part, to the admixture of ethnic groups 
in the area through time and space, thus leveling out 
any material evidence of distinctive ethnic behavior. 
Alternatively, as noted above, certain aspects of 
African-American culture may not differ from those of 
other interacting ethnic groups, as they attempt to 
empower themselves by adopting behaviors or symbols 
of the dominant class. 

Denver Heights: 
Stability and Change, 1900-1940 

With the arrival of the Southern Pacific Railroad in 
1877, economic emphasis in the city of San Antonio 
shifted from small, farming enterprises to commerce 
and manufacturing. Growth east of the Southern 
Pacific railroad tracks at this time was due, in part, to 
the construction of the new railroad terminal on East 
Commerce Street in 1903. Among the many ethnic 
groups represented in San Antonio were populations of 
German, Jewish, Irish, Polish, Indian, Mexican, and 
Chinese, in addition to African-Americans. Industrial
ization and the lure of wage labor lured many of these 
early migrants to San Antonio from unprofitable, rural 
sharecropping farmsteads. In 1900 the African
American population had risen to around 7,450 in San 
Antonio, compared to 3,036 in 1880 (Truss 1986). 
However, the percentage of black urban population 
was still small when compared to other Texas cities 
(Barr 1973:164), a significant factor in its intergroup 
ethnic relationships and demography. 

As the city of San Antonio expanded, the black 
population spread from the earliest community, the 
Baptist Settlement, east across Walnut Street and north 
to Crockett Street. In 1916 the area previously known 
as South Heights became officially known as Denver 
Heights. The petition for the change states that the 
"name 'carries with it the interesting, and grateful 
recollections connected with the city of that name'" 
(San Antonio Express News [SAENj, 5 January 
1916:14). The Reverend J. C. Glosson (Oral History 
Interview, 1992) remembers that Denver Heights 
encompassed an area that included the old Douglas 
High School between Iowa and Hackberry streets 
where people owned small homes; the area around 
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Burnett, Dawson, Menard, and New Braunfels streets; 
and the two or three blocks off of East Commerce 
Street to Centre Street. The Reverend Claude Black 
(Oral History Interview, 1993) observes that the more 
affluent African-Americans owned homes bounded by 
New Braunfels and Nolan streets. 

Early settlement on the east side of San Antonio, 
according to documents and oral histories, was 
characterized by the lack of a clear spatial separation 
between culturally distinct ethnic groups relative to 
later times. Social boundaries based on ethnicity 
existed, but African-Americans and other recently 
arrived ethnic groups such as Germans and Poles lived 
side by side in this rather heterogeneous enclave. 
Facing similar dilemmas in terms of adaptation, many 
of the newly arrived groups interacted on a mutually 
supportive economic level according to oral histories 
(e.g., Black, Oral History Interview, 1992; Glosson, 
Oral History Interview, 1992; Inman, Oral History 
Interview, 1992). Lillian Sutton-Taylor, who lived at 
430 Cherry Street as a child, recalls the heterogeneous 
mixture of ethnic groups in her neighborhood. She 
notes the presence of "outsiders" as well as extended 
family members in birthday festivities and recounts 
playing with the Jewish children who lived next door 
(ITC files, Record n:2Q-27). Emphasizing the distinct 
lack of "color consciousness" in her early middle-class 
neighborhood, Ullian Sutton-Taylor also contends that 
as time progressed the situation worsened. Another 
early San Antonio resident, Thomas Cox, recalls 
playing with German boys in his neighborhood (San 
Antonio Register Milestone Edition [SARME] 1991:5) 
while the Reverend J. C. Glosson (Oral History 
Interview, 1992) remembers playing ball and going to 
"picture shows" with Anglo-Americans. However, he 
adds that once the movie house was reached, African
American children in the group were forced to go and 
sit in the "colored section." 

Despite the heavy hand of Jim Crow outside the 
community, archival investigations in the Runge and 
Cherry streets area support the argument that distinct 
ethnic boundaries, at least in terms of where one lived, 
were not the norm in early twentieth-century San 
Antonio. The interpretations offered, however, are 
based on limited and often incomplete archival 
information. Structures such as the Demazieres house 
built in 1856-0ccupied by Mrs. Lena Rotzler, a 
German-American, until 1933 (City Directories [CD] 



1931-1935)-were located next to a residence at 706 
Walnut purchased and occupied by Richard White, an 
African-American bellboy for the Menger Hotel, in 
1903 (BCDR 219:310). Similarly, a residence located 
at 116 Nebraska (MLK) was occupied by Mrs. Louise 
Lamm, the Anglo-American widow of Joseph Lamm, 
until her death ca. 1924 (BCDR 783:606). A 
neighboring structure at 120 Nebraska (MLK) was 
purchased by an African-American family, Boyd and 
Hattie Thorton, in 1924 (BCDR 752:424) and occupied 
until 1946. The property at 130 Nebraska (MLK) was 
occupied and owned by two Anglo-American families 
until 1920 (BCDR 34:117, 119:299; CD 1919-1920), 
when it was sold to an African-American couple, Sam 
and Emiling Andrews (BCDR 590:105, 569:298, 
569:297). Mr. Andrews worked as a porter for then 
A. B. Frank Company (BCDR 590:105, 569:298, 
569:297). 

Shifts in the attitude of whites toward blacks in Texas 
and more segregated settlement patterns in the 1920s 
were probably heralded by the revitalization of the Ku 
Klux Klan in 1915. Significantly, this rebirth of the 
Klan was contemporaneous with the release of The 
Birth of a Nation, a film which strongly condemned 
Reconstruction and blamed African-Americans for a 
majority of the nation's troubles (John Slate, personal 
communication 1992). Mob violence against African
Americans in Texas reached new proportions, attesting 
to the deteriorating racial atmosphere. Texas ranked 
third in the nation in lynchings of African-Americans 
from 1900-1910 (Barr 1973:136). In 1916 outbreaks 
of violence between black soldiers and white civilians 
in San Antonio are reported (Kirven 1974: 115). The 
threatening presence of African-American troops in 
San Antonio following the outbreak of World War I in 
1918 may have fanned the fires of racism (Kirven 
1974:115). 

A 1918 edition of The San Antonio Inquirer (SAl), the 
African-American newspaper, noted that 17 blacks had 
been lynched between 1917 and 1918 (SAl, 10 August 
1918a: 1). The San Antonio Express News, a prominent 
Anglo-American newspaper owned by Mr. George W. 
Brackenridge, a well-known philanthropist and 
advocate of African-American causes, not only 
publicly endorsed the newly formed National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), which actively sought the repeal of the 
Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments to the 
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Constitution (Kirven 1974:101), but also set aside a 
$100,000 reward for the capture of parties responsible 
for lynchings (SAl, 10 August 1918b: 1). Ku Klux Klan 
activity, however, continued into the Depression years. 
A 1931 edition of the San Antonio Register (SARME 
1991:5), successor to the San Antonio Inquirer, 
disclosed that a "crudely constructed wooden cross 
about five feet high, wrapped in cloth and rags" was 
burned on the lawn of Charles Bellinger, a powerful 
and wealthy black leader, who lived at 518 South New 
Braunfels Avenue in Denver Heights (SARME 1991:2). 

The Other Side of the Tracks 

Settlement in San Antonio took on different 
configurations as the twentieth century progressed and 
the Depression ended. Anglo-Americans began 
migrating from the inner city to establish exclusive 
residential suburbs to the north. The older homes in 
Denver Heights were rented or sold to minorities such 
as African-Americans, thus paving the way for more 
circumscribed boundaries based on ethnicity and 
socioeconomic status. The timing of this exodus is 
supported by documents noting the transfer of Anglo
American properties bordering Nebraska Street (MLK) 
to African-American families. The eight small 
structures in the Runge and Cherry streets area were 
constructed in 1921, 1924, and 1926 as black rental 
properties. In 1921 a structure was erected at 731 
Cherry Street (NCB 636, Lot Q) for or by Henry and 
Adelia Grant, an African-American couple (CD 
1921-1922). 

The availability of the older housing was probably due 
to its deteriorating condition and close proximity to the 
noise and pollution from the Southern Pacific Railroad 
and businesses such as Alamo Iron Works and Steves 
Lumber Yard. Nevertheless, proximity to jobs and the 
availability of transportation by streetcar made this 
area a desirable location for many African-Americans. 
Undoubtedly, the proud new owners of these moderate 
homes paid exorbitant prices and excessive interest 
rates for houses in Denver Heights compared to 
Anglo-Americans (e.g., Johnson 1932:97). 

Once a house was purchased, occupancy was fairly 
stable among middle-class African-American families 
living in the Runge Street area. In fact, a good 
proportion of the homes remained in the family after 



separation or the death of the male breadwinner, 
retained by the wife or their children. For example, 
the residence at 127 Runge was owned and occupied 
from 1936-1959 by Mrs. Myrtle Thomas, a maid, 
who inherited it from Irene Thomas, according to the 
city deed records. Mrs. Irene Pettit, also a widow, 
owned and occupied the residence at 125 Runge for 13 
years from 1934-1947 (BCDR). 

Census reports do suggest frequent turnovers in 
occupancy among some African-Americans who 
rented houses in the Runge Street area during 1927 and 
1937. These renters were typically African-American 
males or females employed in low-status, unskilled 
jobs such as cooks or domestic servants who would 
have been the first employees to be laid off during the 
Depression. Many of the occupants were also probably 
young families who had not acquired the capital to 
purchase property. Therefore, this seeming transience 
should not be considered an ethnic characteristic of 
African-Americans but an indication of the limited 
opportunities for unskilled laborers. By 1930, the 
Denver Heights area is lauded by one old-timer as 
becoming "the haven of San Antonio's middle and 
upper-middle class Blacks . . . along with the German 
families, resided Black waiters, porters, and the 
lieutenants of Charlie Bellinger" (SARME 1991:5). I 
suspect however, that this interdigitation of ethnic 
groups into the 1930s was due to the fact that the older 
descendants of early German landholding families 
were retaining their homes. 

A class structure came into being, according to one 
long time resident, not only defined "by where you 
lived" in Denver Heights, but "what you did for a 
living." Among the socially elite blacks were the 
"Pullman porters and waiters working for the railroad, 
the Menger Hotel, and the Old South Restaurant" 
(SARME 1991:5). Pullman porters appear to have been 
at the top of the class list according to other old-time 
residents, because this was as far as blacks could go in 
the railroad industry. Other top-ranked jobs included 
hotel waiters and bell boys because of the opportunity 
to obtain tips (Glosson, Oral History Interview, 1992). 

Low-income, ramshackle shotgun housing destroyed 
by city expansion, existed further north of Commerce 
along the railroad tracks (Jones, Oral History 
Interview, 1990; Glosson, Oral History Interview, 
1992). Here lived the poorer, more transient African-
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Americans, who had less steady jobs working for the 
city, the lumber yards, or as clerks in small stores 
(Glosson, Oral History Interview, 1992). As A. C. 
Sutton (1990:5) observes: 

Blacks lived there in those ... because they were 
cheap living. And lot of times they would work 
for the railroad or someone and they would find 
a place for them to live close to the jobs and that 
kind of was a philosophy of the earlier business 
to make sure that their employees were close 
around. So they had those little huts up and down 
the tracks where people lived. 

The cordoning off of African-Americans from the 
larger Anglo-American community created an "internal 
colony" (Blackwell 1975: 139), surrounded by a 
dominant Anglo-American population who owned the 
modes of production. Thus the axiom "In the modern 
city, a man is where he stands" (Lofland 1973:82) 
became a reality. If an upwardly mobile, middle-class 
African-American wanted to move, he or she was 
prevented by discriminatory residential codes such as 
protective covenants prohibiting resale of houses in 
certain residential areas (Rice 1971:251). Even 
veterans returning from World War n had a difficult 
time purchasing a house in San Antonio (Davis 
1978:40). Part of the problem lay in the lack of 
African-American banks; by 1928 only five black 
banks existed in Texas, thus discouraging African
Americans with little ready capital to invest in property 
(Rice 1971: 195). Therefore, a situation was created, 
as the Reverend Claude Black (Oral History Interview 
1992) observes, where "the black janitor lived side-by
side with the principal of the school." This ascribed 
residential pattern acted as a sort of leveling 
mechanism despite the class distinctions within the 
African-American community thus contributing, in 
some respects, to group cohesion. 

Jim Crow and the American Dream 

The unspoken intentions of African-Americans to fit 
into the American way of life during the early 
twentieth century is poignantly expressed in the 
exhortations of African-American leaders urging 
blacks to support the World War I efforts (SAl, 20 July 
1918c:l). Although many patriotic African-Americans 
heeded the call to bear arms, they were segregated into 



black companies and generally relegated to non
leadership roles. Black nurses were sent to army 
camps overseas (SAl, 27 July 1918d:l) despite the fact 
they were denied the Texas board certification 
accorded to other nurses because of their "color" (J. C. 
Glosson, personal communication 1993). One of the 
black military regiments stationed at Camp Travis, 
located on what is now Fort Sam Houston, was 
relegated to entertaining the troops with minstrel shows 
(SAl, 20 July 1918c:l). Unfortunately, however, the 
lot of African-Americans was not improved by their 
noted bravery and distinction in the war efforts (Kirven 
1974:123). 

Certainly, part of the change in the white attitude 
toward blacks was related to population growth and the 
influx of new immigrants. In 1920 the population of 
San Antonio had grown by 67 percent, but in 1930 a 
considerable growth of 43 percent was noted, 
compared to only 9.5 percent during the height of the 
Depression (Davis 1978:38). Much of the population 
growth was a result of the emigration of Mexican
Americans due to social unrest in Mexico between 
1900 and 1930 (e.g., Davis 1978:40). By 1929 the 
Mexican-Americans and African-Americans were 
firmly entrenched on the bottom of the class scale 
(Davis 1978:39). The voice of black San Antonians, 
the San Antonio Register (1936), heralds the influx of 
Mexican-American . immigrants into the Denver 
Heights community in its 1936 advertisements 
promoting Mexican restaurants and food products such 
as masa flour, Gebhardt's chili powder, and pinto 
beans. 

A crucial state in the development of segregation in 
Texas was the implementation of segregation 
ordinances, called "coach laws," on street cars in the 
early 1900s. These laws also included separate waiting 
rooms for black travelers (Rice 1971:145-147). 
Augusta Whittier (personal communication 1993) 
recalls the coach laws created problems for African
American travelers. Her husband, Charles, knew the 
owner of the Southern Pacific Railroad and would get 
the Whittiers a special drawing room on the train; 
however, they were not allowed to go out of the room 
and had to have their meals sent in. 

Boycotts in San Antonio were organized by African
Americans, led by Mr. J. A. Grumble, a wealthy mail 
clerk for the Southern Pacific railroad who refused to 
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ride in the inferior cars reserved for African
Americans (Glosson, Oral History Interview, 1992). 
These boycotts coincided with the rise of the San 
Antonio NAACP, of which Mr. Grumble became 
president in 1926. Mr. Grumble later became a 
founder of the Colored Library Association. 

Poverty became even more pronounced with the 
advent of more stringent and rigid segregation laws 
(Rice 1971:265) in Texas. Blacks (and Mexican
Americans) suffered increased racial prejudice by 
being denied services at private hotels, eating 
establishments, and mercantile establishments. In San 
Antonio, blacks were segregated on one side and 
whites on another at favorite eating spots such as the 
Sam Hoo Cafe (Jones and Runnels, Oral History 
Interview). One long-time San Antonio resident and 
early civil-rights activist, the Reverend J. C. Glosson, 
Sr., born in 1907, recalls that some establishments 
further north on Commerce Street would not wait on 
blacks. He remembers a shoe store located on Houston 
Street that would ignore blacks if they sat down and 
wanted to try on shoes (Glosson, Oral History 
Interview). 

African-Americans were forced to use segregated 
areas of local hospitals and black doctors were not 
permitted to operate in white hospitals (ITC files, 
Sutton-Taylor 1977:R.I:l). The Reverend Claude 
Black, born in San Antonio in 1916, recalls that he 
was born at home because blacks could not go to white 
hospitals. However, Charles Bellinger (Figure 5-4), 
the African-American millionaire, on whose front lawn 
the cross was burned, donated substantial sums of 
money to Santa Rosa Hospital, thereby procuring his 
own private ward at the hospital to accommodate the 
needs of his family and those of the "colored T. B. 
patients" (ITC files, Sutton-Taylor 1977:R.ll:ll). 
Discriminatory practices created a dilemma in health 
care for many African-Americans. Consumption, 
pneumonia, diarrheal ailments, malaria, and typhoid 
were some of the more common health problems due 
to substandard care under the "separate but equal" 
laws. Mrs. Sutton-Taylor (ITC files, 1977:R.I:20) 
notes that "consumption or tuberculosis was like cancer 
is today." The prominence of advertisements in the San 
Antonio Inquirer promoting health care products and 
home remedies during the early twentieth century, is 
undoubtedly due in part to the lack of practicing 
African-American doctors. There was a ratio of 4,970 



Figure 5-3. Charles Bellinger. Courtesy of 
Dr. Ruth Bellinger. 

black Texans for every black physician in 1932. As 
late as 1900, the death rate for blacks in San Antonio 
was 22.7 per 1,000 (Rice 1971:261). 

Attempts were made to address this critical need for 
health care by conscientious black citizens such as Dr. 
Charles A. Whittier. In 1931 Dr. Whittier founded the 
Whittier Clinic, located at the comer of Crockett and 
Hackberry streets to help serve some of the medical 
needs of the black community. The clinic also 
provided training not available elsewhere to black 
interns. Dr. Whittier later became the first African
American doctor on the Santa Rosa staff after it was 
integrated (Mrs. C. A. Whittier, personal 
communication 1993). In 1925 a small health care 
clinic run by Mrs. Jemima Elizabeth Lee (Figure 5-4) 
was established at 716 Sherman Street to provide some 
medical and dental services. Additional staff members 
were Dr. Johnson, Dr. Haywood, and Dr. Walter 
(Mrs. C. A. Whittier, personal communication 1993). 
Health concerns were also addressed by the Volunteer 
Health League which was founded by G. J. Sutton 
(ITC files, Sutton-Taylor 1977, R.I:20) to raise funds 
to send tuberculosis patients to Kerrville, Texas, for 
treatment. 
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Discriminatory practices even extended to forms of 
entertainment and recreation. Access to San Antonio's 
world-famous zoo was denied to African-Americans 
(Davis 1978:40). One of the foremost black poets of 
the early twentieth century, J. Mason Brewer, 
describes the traumatic experience he had in 
attempting to take his young son to the zoo after 
visiting the sacred shrine of Texas freedom, the 
Alamo. Upon attempting to pay for a pony ride, the 
zoo keeper responded, "This ain't for you," to his son 
(Brewer 1947:17). Sapper (1979:491) cites Brewer's 
(1947: 17) poem on the occasion. 

He looked up at the keeper, 
And hung his proud head down 
And took a pocket mirror out 
And saw that he was brown. 

In 1926 blacks obtained a separate library (ITC, 
Bellinger 1984:21) through the efforts of the Colored 
Library Association and the Negro Citizens Executive 
Committee, urged on by the support of spokesmen 
such as Charles Bellinger. The library, housed in two 
frame buildings, was the scene of community dances, 
commencement exercises, and political meetings. 

Even the dead did not escape the persistent 
watchdogs of Jim Crow. African-Americans, if they 
had been able to purchase a burial policy or plot from 
one of the fraternal organizations (Sutton, Oral History 
Interview, 1990) or insurance companies, were 
relegated to certain portions of city cemeteries #1, #2, 
or # 3, on the backside of Commerce Street (Black, 
Oral History Interview, 1992; Glosson, Oral History 
Interview, 1992; Inman, Oral History Interview, 
1992). The Odd Fellows, UBF, and Eastern Star 
lodges had their own cemetery ". . . all because they 
believed that 1here should be a place where they should 
be able to bury their dead" (Sutton, Oral History 
Interview, 1990:7). 

During the 1930s and 1940s, famous African
American artists such as Duke Ellington performed at 
the Majestic in downtown San Antonio to white 
audiences. After the main performance, the artists 
would return to play for black audiences in the small 
clubs of the east side. Promotions in the black 
newspaper urged patrons to come dance to the "Hot 
Hi-De-Hi Harmony" of groups such as Cab Calloway 
and his original Cotton Club orchestra when they 



Figure 5-4. Hospital staffo/Mrs. J. E. Lee. ITC collection. 

played at dances at the Library Auditorium on 
Hackberry Street (San Antonio Register [SAR] , 5 May 
1931:7) or to "jam" at clubs such as the Avalon Grill 
or the Mona Lisa Club, drawing white aficionados who 
admired the soulful sounds of black music. Another 
popular club for entertainment was the Old Bill Wood 
Hall, located next to the railroad track (Sutton, Oral 
History Interview, 1990). An early edition of the San 
Antonio Register (24 January 1936a: 1) heralds the 
appearance of Joe Robichaux and his New Orleans 
Rhythm Boys at the Avalon Grill. Another popular 
nighttime spot was the Leonard Roof Garden. Boxing 
matches and floor shows also provided entertainment 
on the east side (Jones and Runnels, Oral History 
Interview, 1990). Prominent local bands included the 
American Woodmen Band, the Grand Union of Colored 
Labor Band, and the K of P Band who performed at a 
membership drive of the Mt. Zion Baptist Church in 
1929 (pickett 1971:12). In 1936, the Leon Theatre 
opened on South Pine Street, featuring the Littlest 
Rebel with Bill Robinson and Cab Calloway (SAR, 17 
April 1936b). The balconies of movie theaters such as 
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the Palace were reserved for "colored" folks. Augusta 
Whittier (personal communication 1993) recalls that 
her husband, the benevolent Dr. C. A. Whittier, 
proudly refused to attend or take her to an event for 
which he was required to pay a fee to go in the back 
door or up the fire escape. White theaters were the 
Majestic and the Empire while the Cameo was the 
1heater reserved for blacks. Mrs. Henrietta Stevenson 
(personal communication 1993) remembers similar 
strong feelings in her family about indignities suffered 
in a white world. She recalls pleading to see Gone 
With the Wind, which was a movie considered to be a 
spectacular event because it had a black actress, even 
if she was a "mammy." 

Such obstacles undoubtedly played a role in stimulating 
the formation of amateur theater groups such as the 
San Antonio Negro Little Theatre, founded in 1931 by 
actor John W. Hemmings and his wife, the director 
Myra D. Hemmings (Mrs. Henrietta Stevenson, 
personal communication 1993). A 1936 edition of the 
San Antonio Register (10 April 1936c:6) notes the 



appearance of Mr. Tom Sutton in the Ninth Guest at 
the Library Auditorium. One significant portent of the 
nascent civil rights movement was the opening of Paul 
Green's Tragedy, In Abraham's Bosom in 1932 
(Sapper 1979:495). The play, according to an 
anonymous reviewer, "involves the question that is 
nearest the heart of every American negro-his 
struggle and his sacrifices for education and 
enlightenment in the midst of ignorance, superstition, 
and prejudice" (SAR, 16 May 1932:2). 

Such auspicious events also reflect the increasing surge 
of consciousness to preserve African-American culture 
by many enlightened African-Americans. In a 1936 
edition, The San Antonio Register's front page 
highlighted a well-known actor who called for a 
"Negro People's theatre that can restore meaning to 
black culture which has been stifled, repressed, and 
misrepresented by Broadway and Hollywood" (SAR, 
17 April 1936d:5). 

"Getting by" or 
"Getting Ahead" 

By the middle of the twentieth 
century, rapid industrial 
growth had brought an 
economic boom to the Alamo 
City. African-Americans, 
perhaps partly because of their 
ability to speak English and 
willingness to accept low 
wages, were in demand as 
unskilled laborers. African
American males occupied a 
special niche in the division of 
labor, finding steady work in 
the transportation industry 
close to their homes, holding 
jobs such as baggage handlers, 
porters, brakemen, engineers, 
and railroad mechanics. Mr. 
John Inman (Oral History 
Interview 1992), a barber and 
prominent civic leader in San 
Antonio, had two brothers 
working for the railroad: one a 
Pullman porter, the other a 
boiler tender for the Southern 

Pacific Railroad. The Reverend J. C. Glosson's father, 
who as a youth served as a railroad painter, later 
became a "stationary fireman" for the Southern Pacific 
Railroad. Upon the death of the supervisor of his shop, 
the Reverend Glosson recalls that his father took over 
the supervisor's job overseeing a multi-ethnic group of 
workmen. However, despite Mr. Glosson's excellent 
qualifications for the job, he was soon "let go" by his 
employer because of the workmen's complaints about 
having to work for a black man (Glosson, Oral History 
Interview, 1992). 

Other jobs available to African-Americans included 
construction work, laborers, welders (Figure 5-5), and 
freight loaders (Jones, Oral History Interview, 1990; 
Sutton, Oral History Interview, 1990). James H. 
Carter, born in 1895, and a current resident of San 
Antonio, had the unusual job of driving a team of 
mules delivering telephone poles from Austin to San 
Antonio (pickett 1971: 10). Other major opportunities 
for African-Americans were found in occupations such 

Figure 5-5. Wheeler Auto Supply, 1918. ITC collection. 
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as hack services (hauling luggage or freight in from 
the trains), or constructing and maintaining train 
tracks (Jones and Runnels, Oral History Interview, 
1990). African-Americans also worked as cooks 
(Figure 5-6), carpenters, and household employees 
(Figures 5-7 and 5-8). In addition to the poor 
representation of doctors noted previously, lawyers 
were rare in the professional work force. In 1936, 
for example, only three African-American attorneys 
were practicing in San Antonio (Sapper 1979: 1990). 
Census records of San Antonio support the 
frequency of these low-paying occupations in the 
Runge Street area of Denver Heights. Renters 
between the years 1922-1924 include a cook for the 
Southern Pacific Railroad, two porters for the 
Pullman Company, a salesperson for Joske Brothers 
Department Store, a barber, a Southern Pacific shop 
worker, an Alamo-Peck Furniture Store employee, 
and an Alamo Iron Works laborer (CD 1922-1924). 

Railroad jobs for the Southern Pacific seem to have 
attracted numerous blacks to San Antonio because of 
the railroad's reputation for providing steady work 
and good pay compared to other occupations 
(Glosson, Oral History Interview, 1992). However, 
due to the popularity and status of railroad jobs, 
African-Americans could easily be replaced if they 
demanded higher wages. This subtle form of 
discrimination kept ambitious, hard-working blacks 
in a "holding pattern" in terms of job advancement. 
Railroad work, moreover, was not without its 
dangers. On March 18, 1912, an explosion occurred 
at the Southern Pacific Shops in which 15 workers 
were killed and many more injured (SAEN, 18 
March 1912). The machine and blacksmith shop, the 
tin and copper shops, and a large part of the 
roundhouse were destroyed. 

World War I (1914-1918) had offered a stimulus to 
black businesses and aspiring black entrepreneurs 
despite the slowing down of the economy during the 
Depression in 1929 and the scarcity of jobs. W. H. 
Leonard and his wife Belle, an African-American 
entrepreneurial couple, operated the successful 
Leonard's Pharmacy on the corner of Pine and Iowa 
streets in 1925 (Figure 5-9). Other modes of enterprise 
open to ambitious and industrious African-American 
citizens included ownership of barber shops, saloons, 
boarding houses, and grocery stores catering to blacks, 
prohibited from shopping elsewhere (Rice 1971:194). 
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Figure 5-6. Cookfor the Riegler Confectionery 
Store, ca. 1915. ITC collection. 

A flourishing grocery enterprise in 1909 located at the 
corner of Victoria and Indianola streets was owned by 
P. F. Roberts, a teacher (Figure 5-10). According to 
Mr. Robert's daughter, Mrs. Henrietta Stevenson 
(personal communication 1993), he sold meat, coal oil, 
groceries, and wood. Mr. Roberts opened a second 
grocery and mercantile store on South Pine Street in 
1927. Another success story in the black community 
was Mr. John Inman, a local civic leader born in 



Figure 5-7. Three domestic 
workers, ca. 1900.ITC 
collection 

Figure 5-8. Unidentified attendant with boys in cart decorated for the Battle of Flowers parade, 
April 21, 1904. ITC collection. 
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Figure 5-9. Witt Leonard's Pharmacy. ITC collection. 

Figure 5-10. P. F. Roberts's grocery, 1910s. ITC collection, courtesy of Henrietta Roberts Stevenson. 
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1896, who became not only "the best barber in town" 
but the owner and operator of three barber shops 
(Inman, Oral History Interview, 1992). Unlike jobs on 
the railroad, many of these businesses were unstable 
and would disappear after one or two years (e.g., Rice 
1971:195). 

Eating establishments listed by early editions of the 
San Antonio Register as owned by African-Americans 
included the People's Cafe, The DeLuxe Cafe, The 
Do Drop Inn, and The White Swan Cafe on 
Commerce Street. Bellinger's Cafe was advertised as 
"An up-to-date Eating House" in the San Antonio 
Inquirer (SAl, 27 July 1918e:2). Mr. Buddy Edwards 
ran the Humming Bird Cafe on South Hackberry. 
Other "eateries" in the area included the Harris Tea 
Room, the Peacock Inn Cafe and Tea Room, the Kozy 
Korner Cafe, Effie Taylor's Cafe, and the John Green 
Cafe, which was one of the most popular black cafes 
for years (Jones and Runnels, Oral History Interview, 
1990). Sylvester Jones and Mr. Runnels (Oral History 
Interview 1990), old-timers familiar with the area, 
recall a cafe called the Angle Miner's Inn run by Mr. 
Enos, located between the Sunset Pawn Shop and the 
cab stand, going 
west on Com
merce Street. This 
cafe had a sign 
advertising it as a 
"Public Caffe for 
Colored" in the 
500 block of East 
Commerce Street 
around 1917. 
Near the cafe was 
the taxi and livery 
company owned by 
Mr. Bellinger (fig
ure 5-11). Another 
cafe, operated by 
Eddie Carpenter, 
located "before you 
get to Crockett and 
Cherry," was pop
ular with local 
workers (Jones and 
Runnels, Oral His
tory Interview, 
1990). A popular 
restaurant with the 

Sunday family crowd was the Life Saver Grill run by 
John Griggs, still standing between Mesquite and 
Cherry streets on East Commerce (Henrietta 
Stevenson, personal communication 1993). The Waitz 
family store on labor Street, and the Burgess Store on 
Lockhart and Nolan streets were other stores owned 
and patronized by African-Americans (Henrietta 
Stevenson, personal communication 1993). The San 
Antonio Music Company at 316 West Commerce 
Street, owned by Isaac Bledsoe, the famous African
American singer, offered records for sale such as the 
"Basement Blues" and the "Pork Chop Blues" in the 
early 1900s (SAl, 29 November 1924a:4). 

One option open to many hard-working African
Americans supporting families was to balance a 
number of jobs. The Reverend J. C. Glosson describes 
his father as supplementing his nighttime "stationary" 
fireman job with the railroad by selling ice from the 
Lone Star Ice House during the day. The Reverend 
Glosson's father also sold watermelons at the George 
Hickey Market located on Commerce Street and 
Chestnut Street across from Sugarman's Store 
(Glosson, Oral History Interview, 1992). Claude 

Figure 5-11. Bellinger Auto Livery, 1931. ITC collection. 
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Black, Sr., although earning a good living for the 
times as a Pullman porter, supplemented his income by 
selling cement. His son, the Reverend Claude Black, 
notes that during the Depression, blacks in service 
occupations such as porters suffered because tips were 
no longer generous. Despite these hard times, the 
Reverend Black recalls that his father borrowed money 
for him to attend classes at St. Philip's College (Black, 
Oral History Interview, 1992). 

This hard work ethic was inculcated in African
American families through example. The Reverend 
Black (Oral History Interview 1992) held extra jobs 
such as delivering ice and working in his aunt's 
grocery store as a young boy. The Reverend J. C. 
Glosson recalls riding a streetcar to sell newspapers 
before Sunday school at the old Mt. Zion First Baptist 
Church in the early Baptist Settlement (Figure 5-12). 
Following Sunday school, he and his brothers shined 
shoes at Fort Sam Houston, where he reports making 
good money on tips, which paid for their school 

Figure 5-12. Mt. Zion Baptist Church. ITC collection. 
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supplies but mostly for entertainment such as the 
"picture show." In the summer, the Reverend Glosson 
earned extra cash by picking cotton in the fields owned 
by German and Polish-Americans around what is now 
W. W. White Road. He would also help his father, 
James Glosson, deliver ice on a horse-drawn wagon 
(Glosson, Oral History Interview, 1992). 

Many prominent African-Americans of the era were 
involved in funeral and mortuary services. For 
instance, several editions of the 1918 San Antonio 
Inquirer (e.g., SAl, 20 July 1918f:12, 29) list 
prominent advertisements by funeral directors and 
embalmers such as Williamson and Son Funeral 
Directors located at 601 Centre Street, and Carter and 
Sutton Funeral directors located at 220 Chestnut 
Street, on the first floor of the Beacon Light Hill 
Lodge, also called Tom Star Lodge Hall (Sutton, Oral 
History Interview, 1990:7). Many of the funeral 
parlors in the 1920s provided additional services such 
as leasing out rooms to various social organizations for 



meetings. Frank E. Lewis, who took over the Mt. 
Zion Funeral Parlor owned by G. W. Bouldin, located 
at 230 Centre in the 1930s, advertised the installation 
of new accommodations such as "air conditioning with 
air circulation" (SARME, 1991:9). The Mt. Zion 
Funeral Parlor moved to 207 Centre Street at the 
location of St. Paul's Church and, under the new 
direction of Frank E. Lewis, placed a large 
advertisement in an early edition of the San Antonio 
Inquirer (SAl, 29 November 1924b: 19 (34):3) 
promoting its new limousine and ambulance service as 
the only real "Ambulance owned by a Race firm" in 
Bexar County. 

One of the most prominent names in the mortuary 
business was the Sutton family, the business begun by 
S. J. Sutton, also a recognized leader of education in 
the black community. His son, G. J. Sutton, continued 
the family dynasty by expanding Sutton and Sutton 
Mortuary at 220 Chestnut. The Sutton family 
enterprises were an economic success in early San 
Antonio, buying up numerous rent properties and a 
farm on Sinclair Road where vegetables were raised 
to feed the large family of 15 children (ITC files, 
Sutton-Taylor 1977:R.ll:15), including a foster son 
who they raised from age six (ITC files, Sutton-Taylor 
1977, R.n:27, 30). Sutton enterprises not only owned 
a funeral home but a grocery, a shoe store, and a 
mattress factory; even a skating rink on the corner of 
Chestnut and Dawson, in the midst of their rent 
houses. His daughter, Lillian Sutton-Taylor, recalls 
admonitions from her foster grandmother, Mrs. 
Handley, to her mother on the perils of dancing at the 
skating rink. "I can hear her say now to mother, 
'Sister, you better come down to the skating rink, the 
people are slipping in, and in a short while, no doubt, 
they will be dancing'" (lTC, 1977, R. 1:15). 

A prominent name, in particular, stands out in San 
Antonio during the early twentieth century: the 
controversial Charles Bellinger (see Figure 5-3). 
"Charlie" Bellinger and his family moved to San 
Antonio in the early 1900s using money he had earned 
as a dealer in a gambling enterprise. His gambler'S 
luck continued in San Antonio where he won enough 
money to open several saloons and become one of the 
city's foremost entrepreneurs and millionaires. Mr. 
Bellinger owned pawnshops, "counting houses," a cab 
and livery company, a pool and dance hall, real estate, 
and the first black theater. He was also the "first 
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undisputed political boss" of San Antonio. Although he 
had connections to the underworld, Bellinger was a 
generous benefactor and political boss who, through a 
clever scheme of organizing a block of black voters, 
gave African-Americans a voice in decisions made in 
San Antonio politics (SARME, 1991:3; see also Bailey 
1993). In return for his support of the local "political 
establishment," a park system was established for 
blacks, black policemen were employed, and a library
auditorium was established in 1929 (Sapper 1979:68 
citing the Negro Labor News, 27 June 1937:2). 

The Reverend J. C. Glosson, Jr., recalls as a child 
seeing Charles Bellinger jogging slowly from New 
Braunfels Avenue to Houston Street, followed by his 
black chauffeur-driven limousine. On his way back 
home, Mr. Bellinger would take the limousine, 
frequently stopping to give the young J. C. Glosson a 
ride (personal communication 1993). 

Charles Bellinger was known to give expensive gifts 
such as Cadillacs at social and political functions (J. C. 
Glosson, personal communication 1993). It is said that 
even if you wanted to teach school you had to be 
approved by Mr. Bellinger (Kathy Little, personal 
communication 1992). Among Texas politicians 
seeking his approval was a young Lyndon Baines 
Johnson, later to become president of the United States 
(SARME, 1991:2). In 1936, following a "tip off" by a 
competitor, Charles Bellinger was sentenced to 18 
months in the federal penitentiary for income tax 
evasion. However, rumor is that because of 
connections to President Franklin D. Roosevelt, he 
was released shortly thereafter (SARME, 1991:3). 

The Heart of the Matter 

Many of the patterns of African-American ethnicity 
relate to the subtleties of everyday life. At the heart of 
the behavior that is part of "getting by" (e.g., Cheek 
and Friedlander 1990:55) is the African-American 
female. More than one-half of all African-American 
women in the 1930s were in the work force, compared 
to one-fourth for Mexican-Americans and Anglo
Americans (Blackwelder 1984:39). In 1940, the 
percentage of black females working outside the home 
was 54.3 percent compared to 15.7 percent for 
Mexican-Americans, 15.3 percent for native born 
Anglo-Americans, and 11 percent for foreign-born 



citizens (Blackwelder 1984:206). Clearly a high 
number of African-American women were engaged in 
domestic and personal services; in 1930, this 
percentage rose to a high of 91.3 percent (Blackwelder 
1984:229). This fact may account for the low median
size African-American family (2.63) compared to other 
ethnic groups in 1930: Mexican-American (4.28); 
foreign-born Anglo-American (3.19); and native-born 
Anglo-Americans (3.06) (Blackwelder 1984:208). 

African-American women with small children, 
attempting to augment their incomes, were more likely 
to take in laundry, mending, or ironing at home 
(Blackwelder 1984:73) while 
other women would seek 
outside domestic jobs as 
nursemaids or cleaners as soon 
as their own children were self
sufficient (Glosson, Oral 
History Interview, 1992). 
Addie, shown in Figure 5-13 
with a child and the family 
pets, was a cook for the 
Kenney family in 1909. In 
many cases, domestic work 
was the only option available 
to the female heads of homes. 
Tillie Brackenridge, a former 
slave married to Henry 
Brackenridge, is shown in 
Figure 5-14 seated on the 
porch of the Vance residence, 
where she worked as a house
maid in 1900. Later she was 
to live in a little house on 
Crockett Street (Mock 1995). 
A maid shown in Figure 5-15 
does not appear to be much 
older than the children she 
tends. 

including being exposed to "white" standards of 
success, modes of dress, and social etiquette; access to 
hand-me-downs; and the opportunity to obtain jobs for 
one's own family members. The Reverend J. C. 
Glosson (Oral History Interview 1992) recalls earning 
extra money by doing odd jobs at the homes where his 
mother worked. Some of his mother's wealthy patrons 
also purchased new clothes for him and provided him 
with money for school supplies. Having relatives 
employed in white neighborhoods also gave one a 
license to cross over into these neighborhoods, thus 
providing more opportunities to supplement incomes. 

However, work as a servant 
in a more affluent Anglo
American household provided 
more than supplementary 
monetary support to African
American females: employ
ment by a wealthy patron 
provided a network of 
advantages for one's family, Figure 5-13. Addie, cookfor the Dr. John W. Kenney family, ca. 1909. 

ITC collection 

101 



Figure 5-15. Atlee B. 
Ayres family with maid. 
ITC collection. 
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Figure 5-14. Lillie 
Brackenridge at Vance 
residence, ca. 1900. 
ITC collection. 



Another avenue other than domestic work open to 
aspiring black women is suggested by advertisements 
in early editions of the San Antonio Inquirer. 
Advertisements of beauty shops selling products such 
as "miracle acting bleaches," "Black and White 
bleaching creams," or "French hair coloring" are 
prominent. While these products appealed to black 
females trying to cope with dominant white cultural 
mores of beauty, other businesses peddled elixirs 
appealing to more universal concerns such as "eternal 
youth" or "hair restorers." Newspaper advertisements 
suggest that interest in systems of "hair culture" such as 
Madame St. Claire's (SAl, 20 July 1918g:2) or "shops 
of beauty culture" (SAl, 7 November 1925a: 1) was 
high in the African-American community. One of the 
earliest "beauty product" entrepreneurs was Jesse Mae 
Hicks, who started Hick's Beauty School on South 
Pine Street (SARME, 1991:2), and who today is a 
legend in the black community, known for her business 
acumen and financial success. 

Other success stories include Katharine (Kitty) 
Beverly, who worked as a social columnist for the San 
Antonio Register for 37 years. According to her sister, 
Lucile Foley Mitchell, (personal communication 
1993), Katharine also wrote two books of poems, A 
Distant Spring and Fingers of Time. Katharine began 
writing poems while in high school, eventually joining 
the Avalon Poetry Study Group in San Antonio, 
studying with Aline B. Carter, a Poet Laureate of 
Texas. Mrs. P. A. Thompson was another successful 
African-American woman, who worked for the 
government as an inspector of stores and became a 
prominent leader in the fraternal lodges (Black, Oral 
History Interview, 1992; Glosson, Oral History 
Interview, 1993 ). 

Artemisia Bowden, a young teacher arriving in San 
Antonio in 1902 to serve as chief administrator and 
primary teacher at St. Philip's private school run by 
the Episcopal Church, became a prominent force in 
African-American education. Artemisia Bowden not 
only initiated new programs, but was an ardent fund 
raiser, her efforts succeeding in the designation of St. 
Philip's as an accredited junior college in 1927. In 
1954 Mrs. Bowden, after 52 years of academic 
leadership, was made Dean Emeritus of St. Philip's 
College (pat Davila, personal communication 1993). 
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Newspaper accounts not only attest to the arousal of 
the political voice of black females through such 

'organizations as the NAACP, with a membership of 
600 in 1917 (SAl 10 August 1918h: 1), but also to new 
interest in gender inequities through the 
announcements of meetings such as the Colored 
Women's Suffrage and Protective League founded in 
1917 in San Antonio. The Women's Progressive Club, 
the 1929 founding members of which are seen in 
Figure 5-16, was responsible for charitable work such 
as raising funds to build the Ella Austin Children's 
Home for orphans. According to Mrs. S. E. Davis 
(personal communication 1993), Ella Austin was 
inspired to start the orphanage after observing two 
little orphans in church services on Sunday. 

Mrs. Urita Fairchild was a leader in promoting 
education for young black girls in the early San 
Antonio community. Mrs. Fairchild taught and 
directed the United Way-sponsored YMCA at Pine and 
Cross streets, where young girls "learned etiquette and 
refinement" that would prepare them for college (lTC 
files, Sutton-Taylor 1977:R.I:9). 

"Sisters" and "Brothers" 

Ethnic groups on the lower end of the economic scale 
tended to supplement income through a variety of 
specialized activities, especially during the lean 
depression years of the 1920s. Supplementary activities 
included the collection, processing, and/or storage of 
food products; smalI scale manufacturing or mercantile 
activities; and the housing of people. This last activity 
was an important means of bringing in additional 
income among early African-American families in San 
Antonio. Documents quantify a marked increase in 
African-American families taking in boarders between 
1880 and 1900 (Truss 1986:21). Blackwelder 
(1984:210) observes a large percentage of African
Americans with subfamilies and/or lodgers compared 
to other ethnic groups during the years of the 
Depression in San Antonio. For example, with one or 
more lodgers per family, African-Americans 
compared much higher at 10.6 percent to the 3.4 
percent of Mexican-Americans and 6.8 percent of 
Anglo-American families (Blackwelder 1984:210). 
Unlike other ethnic groups such as Mexican
Americans, the cultural ethos of African-Americans 



.i 

Figure 5-16. Women's Progressive Club, ca. 1929. ITC collection. 

supported these economic activities (Blackwelder 
1984:34). 

The deed and census records of the properties in the 
study area centered on Runge Street were too limited 
to support the results of this research. However, the 
previously mentioned house built at the rear of the 
property at 130 Nebraska (MLK), was rented out by 
Sam L. and Emiling Andrews to Eugene Davis, a 
black Pullman porter (CD 1921-22). 

Certainly, economic motivations played a significant 
role in the taking in of boarders, renters, or rent
paying family members. Taking in boarders, however, 
was also part of the spirit of reciprocity governing 
relationships in the African-American community in 
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early San Antonio. African-Americans, in addition to 
their churches and their benevolent organizations, 
could count on one thing: their network of kin 
relationships, both fictional and real (e.g., Stack 
1974). Beatrice Clay describes a typical situation when 
her family went to live with an uncle who was in 
danger of losing his home due to extended 
unemployment. Already living in her uncle's home 
were her grandmother and an orphaned nephew. Rent 
paid to the uncle by Beatrice's family allowed the 
uncle to pay the interest on his note and keep his home 
(Blackwelder 1984:34). 

This practice of household "pooling" among friends 
and kin also occurred in wealthier African-American 
families. The socially prominent S. J. Sutton had a 



rooming house (ITC Files, Record II, 22). The Suttons 
also took on the extra responsibility of sending a 
promising young black student, Myra Hemmifigs, to 
Howard University when the Second Baptist Church 
was no longer able to help (lTC files, Sutton-Taylor, 
1977 R.I:21). Mrs. Sutton-Taylor, daughter of S. J. 
Sutton, recalls living with Mrs. Alexander at 133 
Canton Street during the school year, after her family 
had moved to their farm in the country (lTC files, 
Sutton-Taylor 1977:R.I:16). The Reverend Claude 
Black remembers his mother and father, Claude and 
Cora Black, renting one of the two bedrooms in their 
small home to Mrs. Rosalind Benson. Mrs. Benson 
later became 1he first black woman to play in concerts 
at the Municipal Auditorium (Black, Oral History 
Interview, 1993). 

It has been argued that adversities faced by blacks 
following the Civil War nourished a reliance on kin 
(Bodnar et al. 1982:32). Archival data and oral 
interviews support the fact that African-American 
families formed close-knit networks of relationships, 
a factor easing transitions and forming a buffer with 
the rest of the Anglo-American community. Far
reaching kin networks also provided information about 
job opportunities to immigrants from tenant farms or 
o1her overcrowded urban areas seeking a better way of 
life. 

African-American children in San Antonio were more 
likely to live in a home other than their own in 
comparison to other ethnic groups, according to 
Blackwelder's (1984:33) studies. This practice was 
undoubtedly due in part to the rudimentary education 
offered to African-American students in Texas, who 
were often forced to move to larger cities to have 
access to higher levels of education. Blackwelder 
(1984:33) relates the story of Anna Graves, a young 
black girl who came to live with her aunt in San 
Antonio in the 1930s because there were no high 
schools for African-Americans in her home town of 
Seguin. Mrs. Wilson (lTC files:no date) describes the 
impressions of a young black girl in moving from a 
rural elementary school to the high school in San 
Antonio: "had outdoor basketball court. No indoors 
like the white children. But we had the outplayenist 
basketball team you ever seen. Just natural born 
players." 
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Voice of the Community 

, African-American-owned newspapers have 
traditionally provided a forum to record the 
achievements of 1heir patrons and to note blatant racial 
injustices. Two San Antonio African-American 
newspapers were born during the early 1900s: the 
Weekly Hustler (WH), with H. C. Lewis as editor; and 
the San Antonio Inquirer (SAl), owned and published 
by G. W. Bouldin. An ugly voice of dissension was 
provided by the K-Lamity's Harpoon (KLH), a racist 
newspaper published initially in Austin, Texas, in 
1903. Its tradition of racial hatred was taken over by 
the American Forum (AF) published in San Antonio 
from 1923-1925. The paper's blatant discrimination 
towards blacks was insidious; for instance, gloating 
headlines of one edition support the magnanimous 
gestures of1he Ku Klux Klan as donating $15.00 to the 
black church (and $100.00 to the white Trinity 
Methodist Church) (AF, 24 February 1923:2). The 
diatribe of hatred was centered on contrasts between 
the honest, hardworking blacks of Texas who minded 
their own business and the "lazy, worthless, idle" 
blacks who were not respectful to "white" people (AF, 
1 September 1905:2). Admonitions to blacks included 
"in public places, such as cars etc., don't always try to 
wedge yourself in among the whites ... [and] attend 
strictly to your own business and avoid every white 
man who attempts to place himself as your social 
equal" (AF, 1 September 1905:4). By 1923 the 
newspaper's incendiary and inflammatory dialogue 
was extended to the Jews and the Catholics of San 
Antonio (AF, 1 February 1923). What is of historic 
importance here is this newspaper's perpetuation of the 
racist propaganda that African-Americans who 
subscribed to 1he Anglo-American work ethic and met 
the subservient etiquette standards and Uncle Tom 
obsequiousness could be tolerated in separate but equal 
facilities required by Texas law. 

Despite their troubles with finances and subscribers, 
black newspapers continued to be an important forum 
for the voice of black America. The San Antonio 
Register (SAR), published by Valmo Bellinger, the son 
of Charles Bellinger, replaced both the San Antonio 
Inquirer and the Weekly Hustler. Started in 1931, in 
the middle of 1he Depression, the San Antonio Register 
soon became 1he voice of African-American politicians 
and concerned citizens. 



The Street That Never Slept 

The business area along Commerce Street, where the 
stables, wagon yard, bars, and hotels were located, 
was oot only the hub of the black business community, 
but an unofficially integrated area. It soon became a 
liminal area where various ethnic groups such as 
African-Americans, Hispanics, and Indians, who were 
excluded from the Anglo-American areas, could mix 
without censure (Wade 1983). The patronage of 
workers at the Southern Pacific Roundhouse (or the 
Rip Track), travelers, and later military troops 
stationed in San Antonio during World War I also 
contributed to the popularity of the area, noted for 
businesses that stayed open all night. As Mr. A. C. 
Sutton, a long time resident of San Antonio, recalls, 
"the railroad station was a gathering point for Blacks 
that were in that area because you got a chance to see 
new people coming in. . . . It was an event. The 
Blacks always rode right after the cab" (Sutton, Oral 
History Interview, 1990:6). 

The Foggy Bottom on Commerce Street, a Chinese
owned establishment, began as a segregated club but 
later catered to a mixed clientele (Inman, Oral History 
Interview, 1992). Prominent nightclubs in the area 
owned by African-Americans included the Black Cat 
Cafe and the Avalon Grill, west of the Cameo Theatre 
(Inman, Oral History Interview, 1992; Jones and 
Runnels, Oral History Interview, 1990). White-owned 
houses of prostitution and their "sportin' women" were 
part of the underworld scene around Booker Alley 
between Live Oak and Chestnut streets (Jones and 
Runnels, Oral History Interview, 1990). The 
controversial Hady Brisko's Hotel, later destroyed by 
fire, was located on the corner of Houston and Cherry 
streets (Jones and Runnels, Oral History Interview, 
1990). Although these brothels could not compete with 
the more opulent west side bawdy houses in the early 
1900s, they were the focus of gambling and other 
underworld activities. 

Agency and Power 

The Church: a Spiritual People 

Although increasing urbanization and residential 
segregation in San Antonio contributed to growing 
social division and prejudice, these forces unwittingly 
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gave added impetus to racial solidarity and motivated 
blacks to become self-sufficient not only in economic 
matters, but in all realms of their lives (Rice 
1971:265). The black church has traditionally been a 
prominent source and focus of black empowerment, a 
"cultural foothold for survival" (Wade 1983:13), 
providing strategies to deal with poverty and 
boundaries imposed by the dominant Anglo-American 
class. The church also served as a weapon for many 
unemployed blacks in fighting the Depression 
(Blackwelder 1984: 112). "The church was the first 
community or public organization that the black Texan 
actually owned and completely controlled" (Sapper 
1979:517). 

The African-American church has also been a symbol 
of group identity and shared goals, a source of formal 
and informal socialization, and a means of inculcating 
values. As Dorothy Pickett observes, it was "THE 
place of expression, of mutual communication, of 
kinship" (pickett 1971:7; emphasis in original). Early 
African-American churches included the Mt. Zion 
First Baptist Church (Figure 5-13); the New Light 
Baptist Church; and the Free Missionary Baptist in the 
Baptist Community, located west of the railroad 
tracks. In the 1940s the churches were forced to 
relocate further east of the railroad tracks to Denver 
Heights, after the primarily black Baptist Community 
was destroyed to make way for a housing project. 
Other early African-American churches included St. 
Paul's United Methodist Church on Centre Street and 
the Second Baptist Church which grew out of the 
Macedonia Baptist Church (Smedler 1994). Since they 
did not have baptisteries, church-goers often used the 
San Antonio River for baptismal services, with 
exceptions of certain parts of the river that were 
segregated. Colonel George Brackenridge, a well
known Anglo-American philanthropist, donated his 
lands, including part of the river, to the city of San 
Antonio for a park. However, Colonel Brackenridge 
declared that the park-subsequently named in his 
honor-and river would be open to all citizens 
regardless of race (Inman, Oral History Interview, 
1992). In Figure 5-17, the Reverend L. H. Kelley of 
the Second Baptist Church, located at the corner of 
Chestnut and Centre streets, is shown baptizing a 
group of believers on the San Antonio River near Hot 
Wells in 1914. Other baptisms took place at San Pedro 
Creek or Salado Creek (Inman, Oral History 
Interview, 1992) near Pecan Valley. 



Figure 5-17. Preacher baptizing group in San Antonio River, 1914. ITC collection. 

Mrs. Wilson (ITC files:no date) describes such an 
event on the river banks as a grand celebration: 

The deacon would take the big old long whatever 
he had and measure the water and him and the 
minister would go out there and they took the one 
to be baptized and they run you under that water 
and up. This was the old time way of baptizing, 
rejoicing in the Lord. The older people from 
granny on up. It is still in us yet. 

The prevalent mythologies and oral histories 
performed in the expressive rituals of African
American churches embodied models for 
contradictions between the competing systems of 
power in the Anglo-American and African-American 
communities. Powerful African-American leaders 
were also generated and nurtured by the church, 
independent of the Anglo-American community 
(Sapper 1979: 183). Black preachers were important 
sources of support to working-class blacks, helping 
them find jobs and providing other support in the 
network of reciprocal relationships structuring the 
African-American community in the early twentieth 
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century (Baer and Singer 1992). The churches also 
were an empowering agency for African-American 
females during this time, providing them the 
opportunity to show leadership skills in the many 
educational and social activities centered in the church. 
It has been argued that the African-American religion is 
a syncretism of African and Christian religions with its 
own slyle, outlook, and character (Baer and Singer 1992). 
One of its salient characteristics is the "dynamic tension" 
(Baer and Singer 1992:236) of innovation and 
conservatism in response to traditional American values 
and external changes. Above all, despite its traditional 
connections to American Christian evangelical groups, it 
is not a facsimile of anyone group. Socio-religious 
transformation within the African-American religion is a 
constant process, as the Reverend Claude Black of the 
Mt. Zion First Baptist Church pointed out to me (Black, 
Oral History Interview, 1992). His conceptualization of a 
religious institution as an active process is important in 
understanding its place in the dynamics of the early 
African-American community. 

In many ways the African-American church is a 
paradox. Unlike some white religious institutions, the 



black church confronts social change and social reality 
(Wilmore 1983:xiii). While the church was and is an 
active proponent of the working class and espousal of 
middle-class values, it has also been on the "cutting 
edge" of social change in the African-American 
community (Baer and Singer 1992). This holds true 
today in the Mt. Zion First Baptist Church, which must 
balance a growing lower middle-class Mexican
American constituency with African-American 
traditions and goals (Black, Oral History Interview, 
1992). 

The Lodges and Fellowship 

Black fraternal organizations existed in a close 
relationship with churches, similarly contributing to the 
development of a strong self identity in the 
socialization process and providing a format for 
commonly shared values and goals. Like the churches, 
the lodges were a syncretism of middle-class white 
Masonic lodges and African-American traditions. The 
structure of these typically middle-class social 
organizations was replicated but at the same time 
transformed by African-Americans to address their 
own social and economic needs in an increasingly 
discriminatory, urban society; participation increasing 
as segregation became more pronounced (Rice 
1971:268). 

Certainly, the participation in fraternal lodges was 
partly economic because, as noted previously, the 
development of an African-American business class 
was thwarted by the lack of capital for investments. 
African-American associations such as the Loyal 
Friends of America, The Beacon Hill Light Lodge on 
Chestnut Street, and the Grand Lodge of the Knights 
of Pythias attempted to fill some of the gaps by 
providing money as well as burial protection and 
insurance to middle-class African-Americans (Sapper 
1979:511). These fraternal groups also provided loci 
for church and civic groups to meet (Barr 1973: 167). 
For example, Mrs. Lillian Sutton-Taylor (lTC 1977, 
Int. 6: Record ll) recalls that the Second Baptist 
Church worshiped in the Odd Fellow's Hall at the 
corner of Center and Cherry streets until the formal 
church was completed. 

The Odd Fellows of the Household of Ruth, located on 
Centre Street, were more socially inclined than the 
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Masonic groups (Rice 1971:269), initiating 
recreational activities such as parades, balls, and 
picnics for members known as "Odd Fellows" and 
"Ruthites" (SAl 7 November 1925b:7). Additional 
benefits to members included coverage for funeral 
expenses. A 1925 edition of the San Antonio Inquirer, 
in an appeal to African-Americans, proclaims that 
"You need this protection for yourself and your family" 
(SAl, 7 November 1925c:7). Lodges such as the Grand 
Union of Colored Laborers were active in working 
against discrimination in jobs and for improved 
working conditions (Inman, Oral History Interview, 
1992) while the Loyal Friends of America provided 
insurance to members. However, despite the efforts of 
lodge leaders to encourage black entrepreneurship, 
censuses indicate that the majority of property in the 
predominantly black Denver Heights section of San 
Antonio was still in the hands of the Anglo-American 
population as the century neared the halfway mark. 
The majority of blacks on the lower end of the socio
economic scale simply did not have access to the 
capital to invest in land. 

In addition to the Masonic lodges, other local and state 
clubs modeled on Anglo-American organizations were 
formed, often providing similar benevolent assistance 
and a setting for social activities. Society pages of 
1936 editions of the San Antonio Register report 
meetings for such social clubs as the Young Men's 
Improvement Club, the Primrose Social Club, the 
Girl's Jovial, Sophisticated Knights, and the Gloom 
Chaser's Social Club, which may have served as a 
club for young males unlucky in love. Although the 
clubs may appear to be frivolous, they served as 
important gender, age group, and status identifiers for 
many African-Americans in the community. These 
clubs were supplemented by organizations such as the 
Campfire Girls, and innumerable school athletic teams 
which received the wide support of the adult 
community. 

One early citizen of Denver Heights notes that many of 
the early social clubs were founded by Pullman porters 
and waiters because, "they'd been working around the 
rich white folks, and they knew how things were 
supposed to be done" (SARME 1991:5). A Blue-Vein 
Society was even organized by those African
Americans who claimed descent from Anglo-American 
ancestors (Glosson, Oral History Interview, 1992). 
One of the men's social organizations founded in 1915, 



the Van Courtlandt Club, is still involved in introducing 
yOWlg African-American women to society and providing 
money for schoIarships. 

Conclusion 

This study has sought to provide a glimpse into the 
growth and development of the African-American 
community of Denver Heights in San Antonio from 
1900-1940. I have attempted to examine the life 
strategies that these early African-Americans employed in 
respome to racism, urbanism, and economic depression. 
This analysis of their history and adaptation has depended 
on data gererated from the integration of several sources: 
the archaeological record, historical documentation, and 
the present day recollections of African-Americans 
themselves. 

Edmic groups, such as black Americans on whom social 
and economic boundaries are imposed, are not passive but 
attempt to develop a series of adaptive strategies. Such 
activities might include the incorporation and/or 
transfonnation of the symbols of the dominant society or 
a reorganization of their own unique cultural institutions 
or values (e.g., Staiano 1980). In such a world, for 
example, distinctive aspects of material culture forms or 
their disposition might communicate black ethnicity. 
Although such processes can be observed in the archaeo
logical record of some ethnic groups, they become more 
difficult to extricate in an urban setting such as early 
twentieth- century San Antonio. Indeed no qualitative or 
quantitative differences could be discerned in the 
archaeological evidence from this time period to suggest 
distinct ethnic behavior. Admittedly, the investigation of 
such behavior was compromised by the lack of adequate 
diachronic data and the interdigation of ethnic groups in 
the study area. Also, potentially ethnically sensitive evi
dence such as architecture or landscape was compromised 
by the removal of most of the structures prior to Phase IV 
of the Alamodome Project in the NCB 636 area. 

Part of the invisibility of ethnicity in some material 
class assemblages is undoubtedly due to the conflation 
of socioeconomic and ethnic variables. Accordingly, 
African-American behavior correlates might be 
mirrored in the material culture of other struggling 
groups during the early twentieth century in San 
Antonio; groups which also had unequal access to 
resources and held unskilled jobs. 
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A more subtle form of empowering ethnicity has been 
the focus of this report on the history of the African
American community in San Antonio, ca. 1900-1940. 
The effects of discrimination in "separate but equal 
facilities" and the imposed segregation in residential 
locus in early twentieth-century San Antonio led to a 
collective ethos of "mutual aid" and a widening 
network of supporting institutions and sustaining bonds 
of reciprocity in the African-American community. 
Many of the institutions of "solidarity," such as 
churches and lodges, were appropriated from the 
dominant Anglo-American culture, but reorganized by 
African-Americans into their own unique 
communication system and mode of survival. The 
family unit was extended to an ever-widening network 
of reciprocal relationships in this period of mutual aid. 
This encompassment is at once conservative and 
innovative, a two-way process in which "new 
institutions make participants, not recipients out of 
excluded people" (Simpson 1978:245). As one black 
writer cogently remarked about his fellow blacks in the 
San Antonio Register, the voice of the black 
community, "whenever he took the white man's 
substance he practically renovated it; in that he took a 
new style and a new interpretation" (SAR 1932:2). 
However, this dialectical relationship between the 
forces impelling a society to change and those seeking 
to preserve the past (Rice 1971:XI) has created a 
dilemma for many present day African-Americans. 
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Chapter 6 

Urban Structural Evolution at the AIamodome 
Development Site: 1850-1950 

Herbert G. Uecker 

Introduction 

The Alamodome Project area encompasses approxi
mately 65 acres of land located in the southeastern 
portion of the central business district of San Antonio. 
It is bounded on the north by East Commerce Street, 
on the south by Durango Boulevard, on the east by 
South Cherry Street, and on the west by IH-37. The 
extreme northwestern portion of the area was inside of 
the Mission San Antonio de Valero ejidos (lands) 
during 1he eighteen1h century Spanish Colonial period. 
A section of the Acequia Madre or Alamo Ditch ran 
through the area near the intersection of what later 
became Lafitte and Santa Clara streets. Lands adjacent 
to the ditch were used for agricultural production by 
1he early Spaniards. Also, ca. 1874, a shallow, narrow 
irrigation and storm drainage canal, the Valley Ditch, 
was constructed. It ran south down the west side of 
Walnut Street from the Alamo Ditch. Prior to 
construction of the Valley Ditch and before the early 
1850s when the city of San Antonio platted the land 
into blocks for development, the area was an untamed 
natural zone just east of town. 

The temporal scope of the study is the period from 
roughly 1850 to 1950. This is the time frame which 
encompassed the final demise of SpanishlMexican 
domination and the gradual rise of Anglo/Germanic 
control of the local economy and sociopolitical 
structure. It is also the time during which the first 
wave of the Industrial Revolution of western Europe 
and the Eastern United States arrived in Texas. The 
histories of Texas and San Antonio during this period, 

as well as the details of structural development at the 
Alamodome site, generally reflect the impact of the 
late-nineteenth/early twentie1h-century wave of techno
logical innovation. Thus, one goal of the project was 
to learn more about the impact of new technologies on 
the material aspects of cultures and on the social, 
political, and economic structures which existed in the 
study area during the period in question. 

This chapter concerns the development of the area's 
physical infrastructure over time. The archival infor
mation obtained was used during the archaeological 
fieldwork in several ways. For example, copies of 
maps from the period were used in conjunction with 
existing physical references, such as relatively 
unaltered streets, to plot the locations of subterranean 
foundation remnants for historically significant 
structures. Maps produced during the early part of the 
time frame, especially those produced for fire 
insurance purposes by the Sanborn Map and Publishing 
Company, Ltd., of New York, were most helpful in 

. 1hat regard. Also, cross matches of family or business 
histories with ownerships or occupancies were used to 
predict the qualities and quantities of artifacts that a 
given site would probably yield, thus enabling 
archaeologists to choose the excavation locations most 
likely to expedite the performance of their tasks. The 
efficiency of doing 1horough archival research prior to 
going into the ground has been demonstrated during 
many previous Center for Archaeological Research 
(CAR) projects. The Alamodome project reaffirmed 
the importance of such research. 
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Organization and Research Methodology 

The historical sequence of development of residential, 
municipal, commercial, and industrial structures within 
the Alamodome construction area is presented in 
subsections on new city blocks (NCBs). The block 
summaries are arranged by ascending numerical order 
using, in most cases, the three-digit numbering system 
in vogue from about 1900 to the mid-1940s. Blocks 
which have been given five-digit, revised NCB 
numbers since the 1940s are usually referred to by 
their revised numbers. Within each subsection, the 
physical shape and boundaries of the block in question 
and any changes in those physical elements over time 
are first noted. A history of land transfer and 
development, and of the erection and/or modification 
of selected structures in the block is then presented. 
When available, the history of a selected family'S or 
individual's activities as related to each block is given 
as an example of the broader spectrum of human 
activities which occurred there. In some cases, the last 
portion of each section contains a summary of the 
ethnic and class mix over time as related to structural 
developments in the block. 

Five sources contained the majority of the data used 
for this report. 

1) San Antonio city directories [CD], selected 
editions from 1877-1878 through 1901-1902; 

2) Sanborn Map and Publishing Company, 
Limited's maps [Sanborn maps, SM] of San 
Antonio, selected editions from 1877 through 
1911, and the 1952 edition; 

3) Bexar Abstract and Title Company NCB 
transaction record sheets on file in the records 
plant of Stewart Title Company of San 
Antonio; 

4) Augustus Koch's BiTd's Eye View Map of San 
Antonio for the year 1886 (Figure 3-15; copy 
on file in the collections of the San Antonio 
Museum Association and at CAR); and 

5) The San Antonio Light's Bird's-eye Sketch Map 
of San Antonio Texas, December, 1891 (copy 
on file at CAR). 

115 

The individual block maps were originally compiled by 
the S. A. Map Company, Charles Southwell Com
pany, Owner, in about 1910 (M. L. Ferguson and 
W. P. Southwell, personal communication 1990). 

General historical data were taken from various works 
on the history of San Antonio and Texas (Barnes 1910; 
Fehrenbach 1978; Steinfeldt 1979). Some of the 
property transfer information was obtained directly 
from the Bexar County Deed Records [BCDR] on file 
at the Bexar County Courthouse, San Antonio, Texas. 
Many details in the individual histories were obtained 
from birth and death records in the Metropolitan 
Health Department of the city of San Antonio files 
(City Hall, San Antonio, Texas), and from newspaper 
obituary columns. 

General Considerations 

Some information encountered during CAR's archival 
investigations of the Alamodome area-for example, a 
change in a street's name-is pertinent to the whole 
project area or at least to large portions of the area. 
Such data are presented in this section. 

Quantitative Block Data 

Over 14 lots were originally platted in the area using 
the district and range system implemented by the city 
of San Antonio ca. 1842 (Figure 1-2). Each lot was the 
equivalent of an NCB, and known correlations of 
present NCBs with the old lot numbers are presented 
in Table 6-1. Before the most recent changes in block 
numbers shown on the Baker survey map, all or 
portions of 17 NCBs were within the area. 

The numbers and plan configurations of several of the 
blocks changed over time. What was originally all of 
NCB 601 and part of NCB 681 has been changed to 
NCB 14082. A large portion of what was once NCB 
681 and a small area of NCB 682 were joined and 
renumbered as NCB 14081. Also, NCBs 605 and 606 
have become, respectively, NCBs 14083 and 14084. 

In terms of size, configuration, and orientation, nine of 
the blocks were originally platted as squares with sets 
of parallel sides oriented on the cardinal directions. 



Table 6-1. Changes in City Block Designations 

Original City Initial New City Revised New City 
Lot Number Block Numbers Block Numbers 

(assigned ca. 1842) (assigned ca. 1900) (assigned ca. 1945) 

5 601 14082 

9 605 14083 

10 606 14084 

11 607 -
16 613 -
17 614 -
18 615 -
24 620 -
25 621 -
26 622 -
30 627 -
31 628 -
32 629 -
36 636 -

Note: Insufficient data was available for inclusion of NCBs 679, 681, and 682. 

The 1985 Baker survey map (Figure 6-1) shows that 
the square blocks were about 419 ft on a side. 
Therefore, each block would have contained 
approximately 175,561 ft2 or 4.03 acres. On-site 
estimates made in 1990 by the CAR staff confirmed 
the general accuracy of these figures. 

Of the nine blocks which were originally square, seven 
were still square in 1990 and two, NCBs 613 and 620, 
had been altered significantly by the construction of 
1lI-37. The other eight city blocks in the area have had 
various geometric shapes over time. In addition to 
those already mentioned, the shapes of the following 
NCBs have been affected by the construction oflll-37: 
627,682, 14081, and 14083. 

Street Designations 

Several streets within or bordering the area have had 
name changes or been rerouted or altered, and a few 
new streets have been added to the area at various 
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times in the past. These changes were usually 
reflections of other contemporaneous structural or 
functional modifications of historical significance to the 
area. For example, the Galveston, Harrisburg and San 
Antonio Railroad came to San Antonio in 1877. Circa 
1881, the tracks were routed down the middle of 
Walnut Street, substantially altering the subsequent 
traffic patterns and use characteristics of the street and 
surrounding lands. Thus, much of the residential 
development in the area occurred after 1880. 

Perhaps the earliest maps of the area which show the 
layout of many of the streets and blocks as they were 
:first platted are the several versions of a "Plat of Lands 
on the East Side of the San Antonio River Sold by the 
City of Bexar" (Figure 1-2). The earliest of these is 
dated 1842 (copy on file at CAR), with later renditions 
in 1849, 1853, and 1855. The 1842 copy of the map 
gives the original names of many of the present streets 
in the area. Commerce Street, which today forms the 
northern boundary of the area, was Avenue of the 
Alameda. The streets which extended north-south in 
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Figure 6-1. Plat of the Alamodome Project area. Map prepared by Amil M. Baker, Baker Surveying Company, May 1989. Copy on file at CAR. 



the area, i.e., Plum, Walnut, and Cherry, bore the 
same names; however, the streets which ran east-west 
were initially South 1st through South 7th Streets. The 
latter were renamed sometime after the end of the 
Civil War and before 1877, starting with what was 
South 1st Street on the north and proceeding south: 
Idaho, Montana, Kansas, Wyoming, Dakota, Nevada, 
Nebraska, and Iowa streets. 

Other changes in street names or additions of new 
streets within the area occurred. In 1858, with the 
beginning of broader-scale residential development in 
NCB 621, an alley (which became Grape Street in 
1903) was opened. Similarly, in 1897, Eda Street was 
constructed within NCB 607 and, in 1918, Runge 
Street was added to NCB 636. Eda Street was changed 
to Wells Street in 1915 and was closed sometime after 
1952 to facilitate further expansion of Alamo Iron 
Works into NCB 607. Also, in 1915, Plum Street was 
renamed Hoefgen Avenue. In 1925 the portion of 
Santa Clara Street that originally passed through the 
area was closed due to northward expansion of Alamo 
Iron Works. Durango Boulevard along the southern 
boundary of the area was a portion of Goliad Road 
until 1891, when it was incorporated into the eastern 
extension of Victoria Street. It became Durango 
Boulevard in about 1967. Nebraska Street was 
renamed Martin Luther King Drive in the early 1970s. 

Individual Block Descriptions 

NCB 14082 

The portion of this block which was once designated 
NCB 601 was triangular-shaped and was bounded on 
1he north side by Santa Clara Street (the line of which 
ran roughly southwest to northeast), on the south side 
by Montana Street, and on the east side by South 
Walnut Street (Figure 6-2). It retained this shape and 
boundaries until 1925, when Santa Clara Street was 
closed and a piece of land of nearly mirror-image 
proportions was added to it. From that time forward 
the new physical block thus formed had been officially 
included in NCB 681 until recently, when NCB 681 
was changed to NCBs 14081 and 14082. The latter are 
designated on the Baker survey map as Alamo Iron 
Works Tracts 1 and 2. The whole block was 
thenceforth trapezoidal in shape, with a new western 
boundary at Hoefgen Avenue and a new northern 
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boundary on Galveston Street. The NCBs surrounding 
601 initially included 681 to the north and northwest, 
682 to the west, 605 to the southwest, 606 to the south, 
607 to the southeast, and 602 to the east. 

The following historical information pertains to NCB 
601. The block was first purchased from the city of 
San Antonio in 1850 by James W. Gray. Gray did not 
subdivide or develop the property. In 1883 he applied 
to the city for a reissue of the deed because he had lost 
the original. Immediately after the deed was reissued, 
Gray sold the block to J. B. Lacoste. The following 
year George Holmgreen purchased the property for the 
new location of his iron works, Holmgreen and Sons, 
later Alamo Iron Works. Thus the block never 
underwent much residential development. 

Holmgreen's background is summarized in an obituary 
which appeared in the San Antonio Light newspaper on 
November 8, 1899. 

Deceased was a native of Germany, being born in 
Berlin October 4, 1822. He came to the United 
States as a young man. He landed at New Orleans. 
During the Civil War he had charge of the United 
States naval works at New Orleans. At the close of 
the war he went to Pensacola, Fla. He came to 
San Antonio in 1878. Deceased came from a 
family of mechanics. His father was an inspector 
of buildings for the royalty in Berlin. A brother of 
1he deceased is government railroad constructor at 
St. Petersburg, Russia, and another brother, who 
was also a mechanic, has retired at Berlin ... 
Deceased was a member of the Beethoven society. 

Holmgreen began developing NCB 601 into the iron 
works business immediately after he purchased it in 
1884. During the rest of his lifetime, he expanded the 
physical structures and components of Alamo Iron 
Works within the block, and his sons carried on with 
the expansion outside the block after his death. The 
enterprise eventually encompassed more than 17 acres, 
including all of NCBs 601, 606, and 614, and 
substantial portions of NCBs 605, 607, 681, and 682. 

By 1886, only two years after Holmgreen purchased 
NCB 601, Koch's Bird's Eye View of San 
Antonio (Figure 3-15) shows a very large, two-story 
commercial structure with an attached one-story 
auxiliary structure, toward the north end of the block 
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Figure 6-2. Plat ojNCB 601, ca. 1910. S. A. Map Company. 

near the intersection of Santa Clara and South Walnut 
streets. This was apparently the original foundry (SM 
1892, 1896, and 1905). The map also shows two 
sma1ler, free-standing, two-story buildings along Santa 
Clara Street. One is in the approximate middle of the 
block, the second is toward the south end of the block 
near the intersection of Santa Clara and Montana 
streets. The building in the middle of the block was 
probably an office, the second, smaller structure was 
probably a residence (SM 1896). 

The San Antonio Light's Bird's-eye Sketch Map of San 
Antonio shows an entirely different configuration of 
physical structures within the block. A very large, L
shaped, two-story building with an adjacent one-story 
auxiliary building is shown near the southwest corner 
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of the block. The long side of the two-story building is 
shown facing oorthwest onto Santa Clara Street and its 
short side faces southwest toward the intersection. The 
attached one-story building is near the end of its short 
wing, which faces southeast. Two smaller, free
standing, two-story buildings are on the other two 
corners of the block. Chimneys of commercial 
proportions with plumes of smoke rising from them 
are protruding from the roofs of all but the building on 
the southeast corner of the block. Both earlier and later 
Sanborn maps (cf. 1885, 1892, 1896, 1905, and 1911) 
agree with Koch's 1886 version and portray virtually 
identical arrangements. Thus, the accuracy of the 
newspaper's map regarding NCB 601 structures is 
questionable. 



Land and Thompson (1885:104) offer the following 
description of the five Alamo Iron Works structures 
which existed in NCB 601 in 1885: 

The buildings, which are all new and especially 
constructed for the purpose, consist of the 
foundry, 30 by 80 feet in size; cleaning room, 30 
by 35 feet; blacksmith shop, 20 by 35 feet; store 
room, 20 by 65 feet; and machine shop, 35 by 70 
feet, two stories in height. 

Three years later, the Iron Works consisted of a total 
of nine buildings: the foundry and machine shop and 
seven additional support structures (SM 1888). By 
1892, the complex remained mostly the same as in 
1888, but the machine shop had been enlarged (SM 
1892). 

The 1952 Sanborn map indicates that the then-existing 
Alamo Iron Works sales and stockroom was built in 
1917. It also reveals that almost all the original 
buildings had been radically altered, converted, or 
removed between then and 1952. The foundry had 
been moved to a new location in NCB 606 (the block 
immediately south of NCB 601, now NCB 14084) at 
1he corner of Wyoming and Sou1h Walnut streets. Also 
by 1952, all of NCB 601 was covered by a portion of 
Alamo Iron Works building complex which contained 
the watchman and electrical power central control 
stations, shipping department, general storage for steel 
pipe and machinery, and sales and stock rooms. An 
article which appeared in the San Antonio Light on 
Sunday, May 24, 1953, describes 1he land and building 
components then included in the Iron Works: 

The original tract of one acre has been added to 
make the present San Antonio plant site eight 
acres. The firm's plants ... contain a foundry, 
structural and reinforcing fabricating shop, 
modem welding plant and a machine shop . . . 
Alamo's San Antonio headquarters has a 
centralized concentration of sales, service, and 
engineering functions-one of the largest single 
plants of its kind in the country. 

After 1895 a two-story frame building for the Acme 
Ice Cream Company at the comer of Montana and 
Santa Clara streets was added to the block. By 1896 a 
dwelling and dependency were also at that location. 
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In addition to the above-ground structures mentioned, 
two excavated acequias apparently skirted the block. 
The first, a lateral or branch of the original Alamo 
Acequia or Acequia Madre, passed just west of and 
parallel to Santa Clara Street near its intersection with 
Lafitte Street. This acequia was constructed by the 
Spanish in the 1730s. The second was the Valley 
Ditch, a small irrigation and storm drainage canal built 
by the city of San Antonio around 1874, which ran 
down the west side of Walnut Street (and which also 
extended along the eastern edges of NCBs 606,614, 
621, and 628). Nothing was found during the archival 
research to indicate the precise cross-sectional size or 
shape of the segments of these ditches which pass 
through the study area. 

NCB 14083 

As NCB 605 this block was triangular in shape (Figure 
6-3), and was bounded on the northwest side by Santa 
Clara Street (the line of which ran essentially south
west/northeast), the south side by Wyoming Street, 
and 1he east side by Plum Street. The shape remained 
virtually unchanged and those streets continued to be 
its boundaries until Plum Street was changed to 
Hoefgen Avenue in 1915 and IH-37 was constructed in 
1967. The construction of the interstate radically 
altered both the size and configuration of the block. A 
large section on the west was usurped by the 
expressway, the portion of Santa Clara Street abutting 
the block was closed, and the shape of the block 
changed to its present rectangular form. Adjacent 
blocks initially included NCBs 682, 691, and 875 to 
the north; 601 and 681 to the northwest; 606 to the 
east; 614 to the southeast; 613 to the south; 612 to the 
southwest; and 695 to the west. The Baker survey map 
shows NCB 14083 as Alamo Iron Works Tracts 4 and 
10. 

NCB 605 was purchased from the city of San Antonio 
by Charles Fisher, who simultaneously purchased 
NCB 613, on October 3, 1850. The former was sold 
by Fisher to Carl E. Kreische in 1851. In the early 
1880s, Kreische began subdividing and selling lots to 
individuals. Thus, all of the structures in NCB 605 
were built after that time. During its residential phase 
of development, the block was eventually divided into 
eight primary lots (Figure 6-3); a few of those were 
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Figure 6-3. Plat ojNCB 605, ca. 1910. S. A. Map Company. 

replatted, forming several additional lots. All the lots 
had acquired at least one dwelling by about the turn of 
the century, and several also had auxiliary dwellings 
and/or outbuildings. As far as can be ascertained from 
the records examined, the block never developed much 
commercially until after the mid-twentieth century. 
The 1952 Sanborn map shows about a dozen 
residences and one store on the block. Finally, the 
entire block was purchased by Alamo Iron Works and 
converted to commercial manufacturing or storage 
buildings and associated outside parking and loading or 
yard storage areas. 
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The Stendebachs are fairly typical of the Germanic 
couples or families which settled and built homes in the 
area during the early period of nineteenth-century 
residential development. The Bexar Abstract and Title 
Company transaction records indicate that Mrs. Elise 
Starndebach or Stendebach purchased Lot 1 in 1881. 
She and her husband Joseph built a home on the south 
half of Lot 1 shortly afterward. The 1881-1882 city 
directory lists her as residing on the north side of 
Wyoming Street between Santa Clara and Chestnut 
streets. No information is available from the consulted 
sources regarding Joseph's occupation. 



Joseph died in either 1889 or 1890. In 1891, Elise 
transferred the south half of Lot 1 to Adolph Klar and, 
from that time forward, the Stendebach name does not 
appear in the transaction records for the block. Since 
the Stendebachs had already sold the north half of Lot 
1 to William F. Eckenroth and wife in 1889, it seems 
reasonable to assume that the 1891 sale of her home on 
Wyoming Street marks the widow Stendebach's 
permanent departure from the neighborhood. 

In addition to Eckenroth, Klar, Kreische, and 
Stendebach, the following surnames apparently of 
Germanic heritage appear as grantors and/or grantees 
in the nineteenth century deed records for NCB 605: 
Clauss (Lot 4, 1883); Zuercher (Lot 2, 1883); 
Umscheid (Lot 6, 1890 and 1899); Stachelhauser and 
Klatt (south half of Lot 1, 1893); Bach (south half of 
Lot 1, 1896); Guenther (Lots 5 and 8, 1896); 
Mauermann (south half of Lot 1, 1896); and Oeffinger 
(Lot 5, 1897). Although a few of the names are 
designated as assignees or trustees, most were owner
occupants of properties with residential improvements 
in the area. 

The trend of settlement and ownership primarily by 
those of Germanic origin continued within NCB 605 
into the early decades of the twentieth century; 
however, the percentage of persons associated with the 
block with surnames which are clearly of Germanic 
origin began to steadily decline after the first quarter 
of the century. Because there is a marked decline or 
total absence of designations of racial origin in city 
directories beginning in about the third quarter of the 
nineteenth century, it is generally more difficult to 
determine from the directories the ethnic mix or 
national origins of any block's inhabitants after 1900. 

Although blacks may have had a significant influence 
on the history of the area, they seem to have 
comprised a very small percentage of the property 
owners and occupants in the general area before 1900. 
While there are several ethnic groups associated with 
NCB 605 other than Germans and blacks, by the time 
these groups inhabited the block most of its structural 
characteristics had already been established, primarily 
by the Germans. 
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NCB 14084 

The original square plan of this block, which was 
formerly NCB 606, has not changed to the present 
time. Before Alamo Iron Works bought the block, 
Morrison Alley extended east-west, bisecting the block 
into rectangular halves. Prior to 1915, the year that 
Plum Street was renamed Hoefgen Avenue, the 
boundaries of the block were Montana Street on the 
north, Wyoming Street on the south, South Walnut 
Street on the east, and Plum Street on the west (Figure 
6-4). Blocks surrounding NCB 606 originally included 
NCBs 601 on the north, 602 on the northeast, 607 on 
the east, 615 on the southeast, 614 on the south, 613 
on the southwest, 605 on the west, and 682 on the 
northwest. 

As NCB 606, the block was purchased from the city of 
San Antonio by James M. Devine in 1851. He had 
purchased NCBs 607,615,620, and 622 the previous 
year. Devine was a prominent public figure in San 
Antonio, serving as mayor in 1856-1857. He sold the 
entire block to H. D. Stumberg in 1867. Stumberg 
subdivided the tract into 16 lots and began selling them 
to individuals in 1877. By 1885, 11 of the lots had 
been purchased. Homes were constructed on the entire 
western portion of the block between 1878 and 1886. 
Data on eight of these structures are presented in Table 
6-2. Alamo Iron Works later purchased the block by 
acquiring these lots and homes individually between 
1908 and 1965. The block is designated on the Baker 
survey map as Alamo Iron Works Tract 5. In addition 
to the residential and commercial developments which 
occurred in NCB 606, a branch of the Valley Ditch 
was probably located along its eastern edge. 

Germans constituted a plurality in the block in the 
early part of its residential development. Anglos were 
only a slightly lesser proportion. Those having Irish, 
French, and Polish surnames were also present but 
constituted a very small minority. The Meades, who 
purchased Lot 14 in 1882, were perhaps the first black 
homeowners to reside in the Alamodome area. 

Gustave Mintel's business, which began as a machine 
shop, is a fairly typical example of the small-scale, 
German-owned enterprises which operated during the 
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Table 6-2. Data on Selected Nineteenth-Century Residences in NCB 14084 

Lot 
Address Type Owner 

Approximate 
# Construction Date 

2 106 Montana I-story frame Joseph and Wilhelmina Huppetz 1883 

3 112 Montana I-story frame Charles Jonas 1884 

4 116 Montana I-story frame William Jonas 1884 

9 203 Wyoming and 118-120 Plum I-story frame Gustave and Wilhelmina Mintel 1886 

11 206 Wyoming I-story frame Fritz Biesenbaum. 1878 

12 213 Wyoming I-story frame A. W. and Augusta P. Morris 1881 

13 215 Wyoming I-story frame A. W. and Augusta P. Morris 1883 

14 219 Wyoming I-story frame Willis and Katie Meade 1882 
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late-nineteenth and early twentieth centuries in San 
Antonio. Its history illustrates the general evolution 
and structural impact over time of such an enterprise 
within a small area. Mintel worked for George 
Holmgreen and Sons (later Alamo Iron Works) from 
about 1883 to 1896 (CDs 1883, 1885, 1887, 1889, 
1897). His mother Wilhelmina, widow of William 
Mintel, is shown in transaction records to have 
purchased Lot 9 from H. D. Stumberg in 1886. The 
lot was rectangular and extended along Plum Street 
between Morrison Alley on the north and Wyoming 
Street on the south. 

The Mintels built the home at 203 Wyoming Street 
around 1886. By 1897 Gustave had left the employ of 
Alamo Iron Works and opened his own shop at 
118/120 Plum Street on the north half of Lot 9. The 
machine shop continued to operate from that location 
until it was converted to an electrical repair shop about 
1905. In 1909, Gustave's son Otto joined him in the 
electrical repair business and, by 1914, the business 
had expanded to include the retailing of electrical 
supplies. 

In 1922 S. B. Hammond and Otto Mintel opened 
Mintel Electrical Sales at 728 South Alamo Street, 
while Gustave continued operating as an electrician 
from the old address on Hoefgen Street. A partnership 
to engage in the electrical business between Gustave 
and Otto Mintel and F. A. Menger was formed by 
1926. Otto and his wife Edwina opened a separate 
business called the Electrical Store in 1931. Gustave 
Mintel continued to be listed as an electrical supplies 
retailer at the address on Hoefgen Street in city 
directories until after 1935. Wilhelmina died in 1917, 
yet the property remained in the Mintel family until it 
was sold in 1948 to Alamo Iron Works by the estate of 
Gustave's wife Louisa. 

Information on the history of black activities in the 
study area has been systematically collected by the 
CAR research team using data from various archival 
records and oral interviews. The historical significance 
of an early and isolated but relatively successful black 
occupation of the area, such as the Meades represent, 
is yet to be determined. At any rate, the Meades made 
what is perhaps the first black impact upon the 
structural history of the area, and the more immediate 
contexts and events of their lives are therefore 
noteworthy. 
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Preliminary information indicates that Willis Meade, 
Sr., and his wife Katie built their home at 22 (later 
219) Wyoming Street shortly after the purchase of Lot 
14. Although city directory occupation records on the 
Meades are somewhat unclear, it seems that Willis, 
Sr., was an agricultural laborer from at least ca. 1883 
through ca. 1889. By 1897 Willis, Jr., is listed in the 
directory as a "driver" (typically meaning a carriage 
driver) for Ben Moke, owner of Moke's Millinery 
Parlor located at 333 West Commerce Street. Willis, 
Jr., again shows up as a driver in the 1901-1902 city 
directory, that time for Washer Brothers Clothing 
Store, 108-110 East Commerce. 

Apparently Willis, Sr., died sometime in the 18908; by 
1897, Katie is listed as the "wid [of] Willis Sr," still 
residing at 219 Wyoming Street. Transaction records 
indicate that the Meade home was sold to one J. H. 
Nass in 1911. Nass must have encountered financial 
difficulties shortly after purchasing the home. He was 
in receivership by 1913 and various Meades including 
Kisha, Francis, and Willis are shown as civil litigants 
against him at about that time. He managed to hold 
onto the property and finally sold it to Alamo Iron 
Works in 1915, which is also the year in which Katie 
Meade died. From that year forward, there is no 
record of the Meades' presence in NCB 606. 

Transaction records (Bexar Abstract and Title 
Company) indicate that Alamo Iron Works acquired 
the other lots in NCB 606 as follows: Lot 15 in 1908; 
Lots 5,6, 7, 8, and 16 in 1910; Lot 2 in 1916; Lots 12 
and 13 in 1917; Lots 3 and 4 in 1918; Lot 11 in 1919; 
Lot 10 in 1925; and Lot 9 in 1948. The Iron Works 
sold the east 23 ft of Lots 8 and 16 (having almost 
400 ft of frontage on the west side of South Walnut 
Street and the existing rail lines) to the Galveston, 
Harrisburg and San Antonio Railway Company in 
1910. In about 1925, it conveyed additional land in 
NCB 606 to the railroad, portions of Lots 7, 8, 15, and 
16. The 1952 Sanborn map shows that by that time 
Alamo Iron Works had developed the entire block 
commercially (SM 1952). Improvements then included 
a pattern shop, machine shop, pipe shop, welding and 
plate shop, forge shop, reinforcing bar shop, structural 
shop, erecting shop, lumber shop, and molding and 
foundry departments. 



NCB 607 

NCB 607 was one of the original square blocks in the 
area, and had a north boundary at Montana Street, a 
south boundary at Wyoming Street, an east boundary 
at South Cherry Street, and a west boundary at South 
Walnut Street. In 1897 the block was divided into two 
rectangular sections by the construction of Eda Street. 
This street was oriented north-south and separated 
about the western one-third from the rest of the block. 
After its construction, the basic physical configuration 
of the block (Figure 6-5) remained unchanged until 
sometime after 1952 (SM 1952). Eda Street was first 
renamed Wells Street in 1915 and, as Alamo Iron 
Works expanded further eastward into the block, was 
later closed. The block was originally surrounded by 
the following adjacent NCBs: 602 on the north, 603 on 
the northeast, 608 on the east, 616 on the southeast, 
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615 on the south, 614 on the southwest, 606 on the 
west, and 601 on the northwest. It is designated on the 
Baker survey map of the area as Alamo Iron Works 
Tract 7. 

NCB 607 was one of several blocks in the area first 
purchased in 1850 from the city by James M. Devine, 
a prominent San Antonian and later mayor (see NCB 
605). Only a few months after purchasing the block, 
Devine sold it to another well-known early San 
Antonian, James H. Kampmann. Barnes (1910:143, 
223, 236) and Steinfeldt (1979:90) provide the 
following information regarding Kampmann. He was 
a native of Prussia who obtained boyhood training in 
Cologne, Germany, in carpentry, blacksmithing, 
stonemasonry, and plastering. He came to San Antonio 
in 1848, and soon after arrival began an architectural 
and building business. During the Civil War, 
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Kampmann served as a major in the Confederate 
cavalry under the command of Henry E. McCulloch. 
After the war he returned to San Antonio and opened 
a factory and planing mill to make doors, sashes, and 
blinds. Over the course of a lengthy business career, 
he constructed many notable edifices including the 
Menger Hotel, the Alamo Literary Hall (later the 
Bexar Hotel), the Kampmann Building, St. Joseph's 
Church, and the King William Street home of Albert 
Steves (Waynne Cox, personal communication 1990). 

According to Bexar Abstract and Title Company's 
transactions records, after Kampmann's death his wife 
Caroline began subdividing the block and selling 
residential lots in 1894. The 1891 bird's-eye sketch 
map of San Antonio shows one structure located 
toward the northeast corner of the block; however, 
there is no evidence of the existence of that structure 
in any of the other records examined. By 1911 there 
were about two dozen free-standing residential 
dwellings on the block and at least as many detached 
outbuildings (SM 1911). Virtually all these dwellings 
were one story with wooden frames and exterior trim 
and composition or metal roofs. 

During this late-nineteenth- to early twentieth-century 
period of development, a few small businesses opened 
toward the western end of the block along the east side 
of South Walnut Street and along the north side of 
Wyoming Street. They included a store and two 
saloon/store combinations which apparently operated 
from converted residences (SM 1905, 1911). No large
scale commercial or industrial development occurred 
in the block until Alamo Iron Works purchased the 
land between Wells and South Walnut streets, closed 
the former, and converted the land so acquired to a 
scrap iron and pipe storage facility. Later, Alamo Iron 
Works purchased the entire block and converted the 
storage facility to a large modular-style warehouse. 
The rest of the block was reduced to a parking lot 
interspersed with a few small free-standing storage 
sheds. 

NCB 613 

When first formed, this block was square with parallel 
east-west and north-south sides (Figure 6-6). It was 
bounded on the north by Wyoming Street, on the south 
by Dakota Street, on the east by Plum Street, and on 

126 

the west by Peach Street. Surrounding NCBs included 
605 on the north, 606 to the northeast, 614 on the east, 
621 to the southeast, 620 on the south, 704 to the 
southwest, 612 on the west and 695 to the northwest. 
The building of IH-37 in 1967 converted approxi
mately the western half of the block to the expressway 
and associated right-of-way. Apparently neither the 
original block nor the rectangular version resulting 
after the construction of the highway was ever altered 
by internal throughways or alleys. The block is 
designated on the Baker survey map of the area as 
Alamo Iron Works Tract 8. 

This block was first purchased from the city by Charles 
FIsher, who bought it and NCB 605 on October 3, 1850. 
Fisher then sold both blocks to Charles Kreische in late 
1851. Kreishe soon subdivided NCB 613 and began 
selling lots to inlividuals with the purchase of Lots 10-13 
by Hermann Schulze in November 1854. By 1861, all 16 
of the primary lots in the block had been sold at least 
once, and Lots 3 and 4 had been further subdivided. 

By 1905 about 15 single-family residential dwellings 
and a multi-family tenement were located in the block, 
all free-standing structures, and numerous detached 
outbuildings were also present. All of the commercial
ization which occurred in the block seems to have 
happened after 1911 (SM 1911). By 1952 there were 
almost no single-family, owner-occupied residential 
dwellings left in the block (SM 1952). The H. W. 
Lewis Equipment Company extended along nearly the 
entire frontage of the block on Hoefgen Avenue 
(formerly Plum Street) and much of the frontage along 
Wyoming and Dakota streets. It had the following 
components at that time: a large tractor and machinery 
repair shop, a large road machinery warehouse, 
tractor sales and parts departments, and a welding shop 
and wash rack. There was also a restaurant on the 
northeast corner of the block at 532 Wyoming or 401 
Hoefgen, and several of the block's former homes had 
been converted to apartments. Alamo Iron Works 
eventually purchased the Lewis Equipment Company's 
property and converted the large equipment sales and 
storage warehouses to iron and pipe storage and 
processing facilities. 

Three residential structures along Wyoming Street 
were originally of "adobe" (SM 1905). On Sanborn 
maps, "adobe" usually meant that the exterior walls 
were plaster or stucco veneer over soft limestone or 
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Figure 6-6. Plat ojNCB 613, ca. 1910. S. A. Map Company. 

caliche quarry blocks set in mortar. This was an index 
construction technique for homes dating roughly from 
the Spanish Colonial period through the immediate 
post-Civil War period in San Antonio. Since these 
were probably some of the earliest structures built in 
the area, details of their histories are included below. 

The home which is shown on the 1905 Sanborn map at 
122 Wyoming (Block 613, Lot 4) was probably built in 
the early 1850s. As the following account relates, and 
perhaps under some rather unusual circumstances, 
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Charles Kreische sold unimproved land in the block to 
John C. Houzeau in two different parcels: the east 
18.5 varas of Lot 4 in March of 1859, and the west 
four varas of Lot 4 about one year later. Houzeau then 
sold all of Lots 3 and 4 to Peter Biesenbach in early 
1862. Houzeau probably acquired the remaining 
portions of the lots from Kreische in the intervening 
time via unrecorded instruments. Biesenbach's 
attorney sold portions of both lots to William Ernst less 
than six months later. Ernst and his wife conveyed 
their parcels to Agnes C. Cotton in early 1863. For 



reasons stated below, the next transaction entry on 
these parcels is the registration of a deed of trust to an 
unnamed "Trustee of Alexander Sarton [sic], Jr" 
granted by "Jacob Colbrun and Refugia Colbrun." The 
Colbruns had acquired all of Lots 3 and 4 from "M. G. 
Cotton & wf' only a little over a year after John 
Houzeau had conveyed both lots to Peter Biesenbach. 
The Cotton's acquisition must also have been made via 
unrecorded instruments. The Cottons are not shown 
again in the records for the property. 

The explanation for the Colbrun to Sartor deed of trust 
is found in the Bexar County Deed Records Volume 
S-3 (381-383), entry 244, which recorded the deed of 
trust and also set forth an interesting agreement 
between the Colbruns and Alexander Sartor, Jr. By 
that agreement, Jacob Colbrun was to serve either a 
three-year term in, or "until regularly discharged 
therefrom," the Confederate States Army as a 
substitute for Sartor, who had been drafted. Sartor 
paid 1he Colbruns "Thirteen hundred and fifty Dollars 
one thousand in Confederate money & three hundred 
& fifty in gold" which they would be allowed to keep 
without further obligation if Jacob Colbrun 
successfully completed Sartor's term of duty. As 
security for Jacob's performance, the Colbruns 
pledged their property, which either Sartor himself, or 
his trustee A. Staake, could "sell . . . to the highest 
bidder for cash before the Courthouse Door of Bexar 
County" in the event of a breach. 

Jacob Colbrun apparently served 1he term and returned 
to reclaim his property. This is evidenced by a 
warranty deed recorded August 29, 1865, conveying 
the property from the Colbruns to Gottlieb Glaeser. 
Also on that date, a mortgage was recorded between 
Glaeser as mortgagor and Carl Wrace as mortgagee. 
Unfortunately, none of this information establishes 
precisely when or for whom the home on Lot 4 was 
built. Even though neither Jacob nor Refugia Colbrun 
ever appears in the San Antonio city directories, it is 
possible that she was living in the adobe home on 
Lot 4 during her husband's military service. 

Another adobe home in NCB 613 was on Lot 5 at 128 
Wyoming Street in 1905. Lot 5 was first sold as a 
single parcel to Jacob Renz in February 1857. 
Apparently, Renz built a home there between April 
1857, when the first recorded mortgage was placed on 
the property, and March 1858, when the mortgage was 
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released. Renz probably never occupied the home. In 
October 1858, he sold the homestead to Joseph C. 
Biesenbach, who occupied the property until his death, 
ca. 1891. Although these latter facts regarding 
Biesenbach are clear from the transaction records, 
neither he nor Jacob Renz is listed in any of the five 
city directories between 1877 and 1897. Finally in the 
1901-1902 city directory, Jacob Renz is listed as 
"driver City Brewery, r 210 Crosby." Sometime 
between 1911 and 1952, the home was removed, 
probably to accommodate the opening or expansion of 
the H. W. Lewis Equipment Company (SM 1911, 
1952). 

The third adobe structure in NCB 613 was located on 
Lot 6 at 132 Wyoming Street in 1905. Lot 6 was first 
sold individually by Charles Kreische to Jacob Rilling, 
a tinsmith, in 1855. It is probable that Rilling never 
occupied or improved the property during the nine 
years he owned it. The property passed through 
several other ownerships between the time that Rilling 
sold it in 1864 and the time that the first recorded deed 
of trust on Lot 6 appears in the transaction records in 
1872. That deed of trust was not permanently released 
until 1890. During the intervening period and slightly 
beyond, the property passed through a rather long 
chain of short-term owners and the northeast section of 
Lot 6, which measured 20 x 75 varas, was platted and 
conveyed separately. 

The majority ofinbabitants of NCB 613 from the mid
nineteenth through the first quarter of the twentieth 
centuries were of Germanic descent. The next most 
numerous ethnic group were Anglos, which seem to 
have been about 30 percent of the population. There is 
no evidence at this time that other ethnic groups were 
represented within the mix, with the exception of a 
Jew, H. Shapiro, who owned the property at 118 
Wyoming Street ca. 1911. 

Occupations of Germans in the block reflect a 
working-class orientation. Those occupations, as listed 
in city directories between 1877 and 1902, include 
blacksmith, tinsmith, machinist, contractor, builder, 
carpenter, painter, decorator, warehouseman, shipping 
clerk, bookkeeper, clerk, gravedigger, shoemaker, 
bartender, coachman, gardener, dry goods, grocer, 
musician, and writer. This job spectrum strongly 
implies that Germans were probably either directly or 
indirectly responsible for most of the initial residential 



construction, and perhaps also much of what limited 
commercialization occurred there. Vocations are not 
listed in city directories for many of the Anglos in the 
block or for H. Shapiro. An exception was the Anglo 
physician, Dr. W. L. Barker, who owned the property 
at 104 Wyoming in 1914. 

NCB 614 

NCB 614 is one of the seven blocks in the area which 
were originally platted as squares and have retained 
1hat shape to the present (Figure 6-1). It was bounded 
on the north by Wyoming Street, on the south by 
Dakota Street, on the east by Walnut Street and on the 
west by Plum (Hoefgen) Street. The surrounding 
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NCBs included 606 on the north, 607 to the northeast, 
615 on the east, 622 to the southeast, 621 on the south, 
620 to the southwest, 613 on the west, and 605 to the 
northwest. NCB 614 is designated on the Baker survey 
map as Alamo Iron Works Tract 6. 

NCB 614 was initially purchased from the city by 
George T. Howard in 1850. He sold the property to 
Oliver P. Temple in 1851, who then conveyed the 
block to Charles S. Todd in 1853. Todd established a 
power of attorney with William H. Young in 1868 and 
Young apparently subdivided the block into 12 lots at 
1hat time. During the residential phase of development, 
an unnamed alleyway extended east-west across the 
block and separated the northern half, which included 
Lots 1-6, from the southern half, which included Lots 
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Figure 6-7. Plat o/NCB 614, ca. 1910. S. A. Map Company. 
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7-12. In 1870 Young sold nine of the lots to Enoch F. 
Deaton, Lots 11 and 12 to Hart and Susan Mussey, 
and the remaining Lot 6 to Mary M. Poor. 

Koch's 1886 bird's-eye map (Figure 3-15) indicates 
there were probably no structures on the block when 
Young sold the lots in 1870. Apparently the first 
construction on the block began after Girolamo San 
Marco purchased Lot 1 and the western half of Lot 2 
in 1900. The remainder of the block was purchased by 
the Galveston, Harrisburg and San Antonio Railway 
Company in 1901 and subsequently became the site of 
the Southern Pacific Freight Depot (cf. Sanborn maps 
1905 and 1911). The Valley Ditch ran down the west 
side of Walnut Street on the eastern edge of this block. 

-

/ "z .!J 

NCB 615 

NCB 615 was also square and contained a bisecting 
east-west alley (Figure 6-8). It abutted Wyoming Street 
on the north, Dakota Street on the south, South Cherry 
Street on the east, and South Walnut Street on the 
west. It was surrounded by the following NCBs: 607 
on the north, 608 to the northeast, 616 on the east, 623 
to the southeast, 622 on the south, 621 to the 
southwest, 614 on the west, and 606 to the northwest. 
Apparently, it was never directly affected by the 
expansion of Alamo Iron Works since it is not assigned 
an Alamo Iron Works tract number on the Baker 
survey map. 
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This block is one of the four purchased by James M. 
Devine in 1850. Transaction records indicate that he 
sold it to James H. Kampmann in 185l. hi 1853 
Kampmann sold it to Christof Postert, who conveyed 
it to Peter Pauly in 1855. It appears that Kampmann, 
Postert, and Pauly were initial partners in a real estate 
venture for the purchase, holding, and/or development 
of the block with a fourth man, Louis Zork, who may 
have joined the venture in about 1864. A fifth 
individual, T. Templeman Vander Hoeven, may have 
been either a financier or partner in the venture. The 
existence of this real estate venture is implied generally 
by the relatively prominent socioeconomic status of the 
participants and specifically by transaction record 
entries just after the conveyance from Christof to 
Pauly; however, further research is needed to confirm 
that it indeed existed. 

Pauly was a German-Texan architect, builder, and 
stonemason who lived in the home at 325 Dakota (Lots 
14 and 15) near the southeast comer of the block. He 
built the home in 1855 and continued to reside there 
until his death in 1894. Sanborn maps from the early 
twentieth century indicate that the home was originally 
constructed of adobe, Le., probably fairly soft, cut 
limestone or caliche blocks set in mortar and surfaced 
with plaster or stucco (SM 1905 and 1911). County 
death records contain the following information. Pauly 
was 84 and residing at 325 Dakota Street at the time of 
his death, was a widower, born in Germany, lived in 
Texas 45 years, and died April 4, 1894, of bronchitis. 
The attending physician was Amos Graves, and Pauly 
was buried in the German Catholic Cemetery. 
Transaction records indicate that Pauly was also 
substantially involved in the development of NCB 620, 
as detailed below. 

Several parcels of land involving single lots or 
combinations of several lots were sold in NCB 615 
from ca. 1880 to 1891. By 1905 the Sanborn map of 
the block shows a total of six free-standing dwellings 
there; by 1911, this number had increased to 10. With 
the exception of the Pauly home and the home built by 
Julian Czernecki in 1890 at 724 Wyoming (Lots 6, 7, 
and 8), all the dwellings in the block date to the post-
1900 period. Commercial development began when 
Otto Zirkel purchased Lots 1, 2, and 3 in the northwest 
corner of the block in 1907. He opened the Otto Zirkel 
Granite and Marble Works there in 1909. The business 
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continued in operation under that name until sometime 
after 1952 (SM 1952). 

In the early 1890s, Steven Margozevitz, Sr., 
purchased Lots 4 and 5 and he and his wife Mary built 
their home on Lot 4. At an unknown later date, Steven 
Margozevitz, Jr., built his home on .Lot 5. The 
following information on the Margozevitzes is from an 
oral interview with Agnes Mahula, granddaughter of 
StevenMargozevitz, Sr., conducted by Maria Watson 
Pfeiffer of E. L. Fly and Associates. Both Steven 
Margozevitz, Sr., and his wife Mary Czernecki 
Margozevitz were born in Poland, in 1843 and 1854, 
respectively. After marrying there, they immigrated to 
the United States and had 12 children, seven of whom 
lived to adulthood. Four of the boys opened the brass 
foundry on Lots 4 and 5 of NCB 615 in 1925. Steven, 
Sr., died in 1917, Mary in 1931. 

The brass foundry is shown as Acme Brass Foundry 
on the 1952 Sanborn map of the block. It was 
apparently the only commercial structure besides the 
Otto Zirkel Granite and Marble Works in the block 
until the mid-twentieth century. The 1952 Sanborn 
map indicates that Lots 9-12 were converted to a food
processing plant with cold storage facilities. Also by 
that time, Lot 14 was occupied by the U. S. Heat 
Treating Co., which manufactured oil field equipment. 

NCB 620 

NCB 620 was originally a square block through which 
Pauly Alley (later Pablo Alley) extended east to west 
(Figure 6-9). It was bounded on the north by Dakota 
Street, on the south by Nevada Street, on the east by 
Plum Street, and on the west by Peach Street. 
Adjoining NCBs included 613 on the north, 614 to the 
northeast, 621 on the east, 628 to the southeast, 627 on 
the south, 705 to the southwest and west and also 704 
to the west, and 612 to the northwest. 

The block was first purchased from the city
simultaneously with NCBs 607,615, and 622-late in 
1850 by James M. Devine. Early in 1851, Devine sold 
NCB 620 to James H. Kampmann. Both Devine and 
Kampmann were prominent mid-nineteenth century 
San Antonians (see NCBs 605, 606, and 607). The 
entire block passed through a series of owners until 
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Figure 6-9. Plat o/NCB 620, ca. 1910. S. A. Map Company. 

Peter Pauly, a local architect and builder, purchased it 
in 1855. Pauly held the block until 1877, when he 
apparently went into partnership with John M. 
Tanguary, George Kalteyer, and Honore Grenet. This 
is evidenced by several entries in the Bexar Abstract 
and Title Company transaction records which first 
show the block being divided among the four men as 
trustees and later show "P. Pauly, et al." as grantor for 
individual lot sales. 

Peter's son Henry was also an architect and builder. 
Henry was in partnership with John C. Dielman from 
about 1891 to 1895. Their office was located on 
lavaca Street. By 1895 the partnership had apparently 
dissolved. Dielmann continued to operate from the 
Lavaca Street office, but by that time the younger 
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Pauly had his office at 102 Peach Street at the comer 
of Goliad Road. Henry Pauly acquired Lots 1, 3, and 5 
of NCB 620 in 1882, and purchased all of the even 
numbered Lots 2-16 (which comprised the south half 
of the block) in 1883. He lived on the block in the 
home at 108 Dakota Street from about 1891 until his 
death in 1902. City death records indicate that he was 
age 51 at the time of death ca. 1903, married, born in 
Texas, a lifelong resident of San Antonio, and that he 
died of tuberculosis and diabetes. Dr. Amos Graves 
was the attending physician and Pauly was buried in 
St. Joseph's Cemetery. His widow Amalie married 
George F. Littler later in 1903 and the Littlers 
apparently continued to occupy the home at 108 
Dakota Street (Lots 1, 3, 5, and 7) until an unknown 
date after 1931. 



Henry Pauly probably built 1he home on Lot 12 for 1he 
mason August H. Roatzsch and his wife Marie in 
about 1883. August Roatzsch died in 1895 and, by 
1901, the widow Roatzsch sold the homestead at 123 
Nevada to Arthur Griesenbeck (SM 1905). 
Griesenbeck's vocational history is noteworthy. He is 
listed in city directories as having had the following 
occupations: butcher (1877), laborer (1883), teamster 
(1892), carpenter (1897), and dry goods clerk (1901). 

Lot 11 on Pauly Alley originally contained a wood 
frame home that was built by the firm of Gauss and 
Johns for Henry and Ida Koch in 1886. In 1906 the 
property was purchased by Mrs. Alma Hehn, wife of 
Peter, a feed dealer. They apparently constructed the 
two auxiliary buildings at 139 and 141 Pauly in 1915 
as rental units. 

The home shown on the 1905 Sanborn map at 127 
Nevada Street (Lot 14) was built ca. 1886 for Paul 
Johns and his wife Terese (SM 1905). Martin and 
Schryver, a local building supply firm located at the 
comer of North 5th and Walnut Streets, took a 
mechanics lien on the property during construction. 
Johns, whose name is spelled "Yahns" in the 
transaction record for the purchase of Lot 14, was a 
carpenter for Sou1hern Pacific Railroad from the late 
1880s until about 1902 (CDs 1887, 1892, 1897, and 
1901). No death records were located on Johns and 
apparently he or his family continued to own the 
property at 127 Nevada Street well into the twentieth 
century. Transaction records for NCB 620 available at 
the time of this writing continue through May 1931 and 
do not contain any conveyance or probate entries for 
Lot 14 after the release of Martin and Schryver's lien 
in November of 1886. 

Commercial development of NCB 620 occurred in 1he 
mid-twentie1h century and was confined to the northern 
half of the block. A "motor freight station" with 
loading warehouse and office was built on Lots 13 and 
15 at the comer of Dakota Street and Hoefgen 
Avenue. This became the site of Allied Electric 
Company (still operating there as of this writing) 
sometime after 1he early 1950s (SM 1952). There were 
also commercial warehouses in the northwestern 
portion of the block which were apparently built during 
this same period. They were removed when IH-37 was 
built. Since they date from a relatively late period in 
the area's historical sequence, and since the area 
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where they once stood had been completely covered by 
the highway, their histories were not investigated. No 
other commercial developments are known to have 
occurred in the block and it was never altered by the 
expansion of Alamo Iron Works. At the time of this 
writing there were about a half-dozen single-family 
residential dwellings, including the Griesenbeck and 
Johns homes, still standing in roughly the southeastern 
quadrant of the block. 

NCB 621 

This block was originally square and was bounded on 
the north and south by Dakota and Nevada streets, 
respectively, and ended at South Walnut Street on the 
east and at Plum (Hoefgen) Street on the west. Sur
rounding blocks included 614 on the north, 615 to the 
northeast, 622 on the east, 629 to the southeast, 628 on 
the south, 627 to the southeast, 620 on the west, and 
613 to the northwest. When residential subdivision of 
1he block began about 1858, Grape Street was added as 
a north-south throughway, bisecting the block into 
rectangular halves. The block has retained this basic 
configuration (Figure 6-10) to the present. The 
northwest quadrant of the block is designated on the 
Baker survey map as Alamo Iron Works Tract 9. 

NCB 621 was first purchased from the city of San 
Antonio in 1851 by Frank Lafitte Paschal. He con
veyed the property to Robert Eagar 1he following year. 
The block was subdivided into 16 lots ca. 1858, and 
eight of the lots were transferred in two- and three-lot 
parcels the same year. The lots continued to change 
hands until 1885, when the western portion of the 
block was replatted into smaller units facing Plum 
Street. The houses on those lots appear to have been 
constructed between 1888 and 1892. The construction 
dates for the two structures on Lots 14 and 15 (facing 
on Nevada) have not yet been determined. 

Commercial development in the block began ca. 1913 
with the construction of the General Hotel Supply 
Company at the comer of Dakota Street and the 
Southern Pacific Railroad tracks. The company was 
expanded in 1938 and, by 1952, occupied the entire 
eastern half of the block, i.e., the section between 
Grape Street and the railroad tracks (SM 1952). By 
1952 the company consisted of a large main building, 
and a sizeable parking area. Its auxiliary structures 
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Figure 6-10. Plat of NCB 621, ca. 1910. S. A. Map Company. 

included a fixture manufacturing shop, a machine 
shop, a sheet-metal works area, loading area, and 
lunch room. Also, at a time and for reasons as yet 
undetermined, the residence at 210 Dakota Street was 
converted to an office and warehouse. 

There is evidence that a ditch of some sort entered 
approximately at the midline on the north and exited 
about the middle of the block on the east. Its path is 
shown clearly on a plat map on file at the City 
Engineer's Office entitled "Subdivision of Blocks 30 & 
36 on Goliad Street" which was made for Bernard J. 
Mauermann and bears the date November 17, 1877. 
The map shows that the ditch extended eastward 
completely across the middle of NCB 622 to intersect 
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with the portion of the Valley Ditch which ran south 
along South Cherry Street. Unfortunately, this map 
does not cover the area north of the northern edge of 
NCBs 621 and 622 at South 4th Street (later Dakota 
Street), and no other maps have been discovered which 
show any other portions of the ditch. 

NCB 622 

When first platted, this block was square. Dakota, 
Nevada, South Cherry, and South Walnut streets 
bounded the block on the north, south, east, and west, 
respectively. Surrounding NCBs included 614 on the 
north, 615 to the northeast, 623 on the east, 630 to the 



southeast, 629 on the south, 628 to the southwest, 621 
on the west, and 613 to the northwest. The basic con
figuration and boundaries of the block (Figure 6-11) 
have remained the same to the present, and no interior 
streets or other throughways have been added. There 
is as yet no indication that Alamo Iron Works ever 
expanded into the block. 

The block was first purchased from the city by James 
M. Devine in 1850. Devine sold it to Casper Herber in 
September 1851. Herber then sold it less than a month 
later to Christian Schleyer, who began selling small 
parcels in 1855. Gottlieb Glaeser, who bought Lots 7 
and 8 in the south half of the block in that year, was 
the first purchaser during the residential subdivision 
phase of development. Between them, Gottlieb and 
Ehrenfried (relationship to Gottlieb undetermined) 
Glaeser had purchased all 12 lots in the block by 1856. 

The lot numbering system for the block is unusual. 
The block was split into north and south halves. From 
the early 1850s through at least the mid-1940s, the 
transaction records reflect Lots 1-7 for the north half 
and Lots 6-10 for the south half. The total number of 
lots was thus 12, with each half having a Lot 6 and a 
Lot 7. The reason for this arrangement was not 
discovered. By about 1910, several of the original 12 
lots had been further subdivided, resulting in a total of 
between 17 and 20 lots in the block, depending upon 
how the divisions are interpreted. 

By 1904 about 16 free-standing dwellings were present 
in the block (SM 1904). Those which were designated 
as 305 and 325 Nevada were apparently mid
nineteenth century "adobes." Only two additional 
dwellings were built by 1911 (SM 1911). No 
commercial structures are shown at that time. 

From the mid-1850s through the turn of the twentieth 
century, surnames associated with residential parcels 
of land in the block were primarily German: Gembler 
(southern half of the block: Lot 6, 1871); Grimsinger 
(southern half of the block: Lot 6, 1875, and western 
two-thirds: Lot 7, 1887); Hartmann (south half of the 
block: Lot 6, 1872); Perner (north half of the block: 
Lots 3 and eastern half of Lot 6, 1867); Hassar (Lot 4 
and western half of Lot 5, 1874); Schroeder (Lot 6, 
1875); Hildebrandt (southern half of the block: Lot 6, 
1876); Stucke (southern half of the block: Lot 6, 
1876); Huppertz (Lot 10, 1884), Fusell (Lot 4, 1886); 
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Steves (Lot 4, 1886); Yahns (later shown as Johns; Lot 
2, 1889); Poessman (northern half of the block: Lots 
6 and 7, 1889); Kossfeld (Lots 9 and 10, 1866); 
Kalteyer (southern half of the block: Lots 7,8, and 9; 
1892); Heubaum (southern half of the block: Lot 6, 
1892), Otto (Lot 9, 1893); Stappenback (Lots 8 and 9; 
1893); Staffel (southern half of the block: Lot 6, 
1898); KIar (southern half of the block: Lot 6, 1899); 
Heppenbeck (Lots 8 and 9, 1899); and Dullnig 
(southern half of the block: Lots 7, 8, and 9; 1900). 
The ownership and occupancy of the block continued 
to be dominated by Germans well into the first quarter 
of the twentieth century; however, both Anglos and 
Hispanics appear with greater frequency after 1900. 

By the early 1950s, a Southwestern Bell Telephone 
Company warehouse, parking garage, and materials 
yard occupied the entire western edge of the block 
along the Southern Pacific Railroad tracks (SM 1952). 
Also by this time, the outbuilding to the rear of the 
residence at 320 or 324 (1952 Sanborn shows both 
numbers) Dakota was an auto painting and 
upholstering shop. Apparently, no other commercial 
development occurred in the block. 

NCB 627 

Information gathered and examined to date indicates 
that this block has been of the basically trapezoidal 
shape shown in Figure 6-12 for a large part of its 
history. It was originally bounded on the north by 
Nevada Street, on the south by Goliad Road, on the 
east by Plum (Hoefgen) Street, and on the west by 
Peach Street. Adjacent NCBs included 620 on the 
north, 621 to the northeast, 628 on the east, 635 to the 
southeast, and 105 on the west and northwest. In 
Spanish colonial times, Goliad Road was the Camino 
La Bahia, one of the royal highways or eaminos reales 
that connected San Antonio de Bexar with various 
points in Texas and Mexico. It is reputed to be one of 
the oldest roads in Texas east of the San Antonio River 
and may date from 1740 or even earlier (Cox 
1990:11). 

In 1967 the western end of NCB 627 was slightly 
truncated by the construction ofIH-37. That same year 
Victoria Street was widened and incorporated into the 
extension of Durango Boulevard, and the new street 
and right-of-way took a narrow strip off the southern 
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end of the block. No known additional internal streets 
or throughways have been added to the block. 

The block was first purchased from the city of San 
Antonio-simultaneously with NCBs 629 and 636-by 
Nemenico de la Zerda in 1850. De la Zerda held NCB 
622 until 1856 and then sold it to Louis Demazieres 
(first entered in the transaction records as L. 
D'Emazieres). Demazieres, who lived on Martinez 
Street at that time, probably built the home at 102 
Nebraska (NCB 636, Lot 4) for one of his five 
siblings. Waynne Cox (personal communication 1992) 
believes it was built for the eldest of Demazieres' s four 
sisters, Sophia. 

Louis Demazieres died in France in 1862, apparently 
leaving undivided interests in NCBs 627 and 636 to his 
brother Charles and sisters Sophia, Celine, and 
Constant. Charles died in 1865, and Sophia sold both 
of the blocks to Bernard J. Mauermann in 1874. The 
latter developed the blocks residentially and sold small 
parcels in NCB 627 to urban homesteaders during the 
period from 1874 to about 1890. Various records 
indicate the construction dates of homes located at the 
following addresses on the 1905 Sanborn map: 128 
Nevada (1899), 409 Plum (1899), 411 Plum (1899), 
413 Plum (1899), and 417 Plum (1896). In 1905 about 
14 single-family dwellings were on the block. In 1906 
Maumermann sold Lots 1,2,3, and 4 to George Roe 
and Lewis Ulrich and, in 1908, Roe and Ulrich 
replatted them into Lots 14-19. Between 1909 and 
1915, these new lots all sold in small parcels for 
residential development. Also, in 1916, Lot 13 was 
replatted into two equal-sized parcels. 

The 1905 Sanborn map indicates a store on Lot 5 
(along Victoria Street, number not shown), a second 
and comparatively much larger store on Lot 6 at 427 
Plum Street, and a third store with an adjacent saloon 
on Lot A13 at 300 Peach Street and 104 Nevada 
Street, respectively. By 1952 there was an auto paint 
shop at the rear of Lot 5 at 723 Victoria Street, a store 
at the front of the lot at 725 Victoria, an adjacent dry 
cleaners at 727 Victoria, a second store at 7271h 
Victoria, a filling station on the south end of Lot 6 at 
627 Hoefgen (corner with Victoria), and an auto repair 
shop near the middle of Lot 6 at 641 Hoefgen (SM 
1952). 
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NCB 628 

NCB 628 has been essentially trapezoidal shaped from 
its formation to the present (Figure 6-13). It was 
initially bounded on the north, south, east, and west by 
Nevada Street, Goliad Road, South Walnut Street, and 
Plum (Hoefgen) Street, respectively. The following 
NCBs were adjacent to 628: 621 on the north, 622 to 
the northeast, 629 and 636 to the east, 635 on the 
south, 634 to the southwest, 627 on the west, and 620 
to the northwest. 

NCB 628 was first purchased from the city by Emily 
and Oscar Brackett in 1851. The Bracketts sold the 
block to James Henderson in 1852. Henderson died in 
1853 and on August 11, 1860, Emily Brackett 
reacquired the block via an administrator's deed issued 
by County Clerk Samuel S. Smith. For unknown 
reasons, she transferred it on that same date to 
Gustavus Theisen. Between 1860 and 1874, the entire 
block was transferred through several intermediate 
owners to the firm of Adams and Wickes, which began 
residential development there in about 1874. The block 
was subdivided into 21 lots around that time. 

In 1886 C. H. and Jane Dorsey purchased Lot 15 on 
the corner of Plum Street and Goliad Road. They may 
have had one dwelling, or possibly two, at that time. 
In 1888 Albert Wiese purchased Lot 1 (on the 
southeast corner of Plum and Nevada streets). By 1891 
he erected the store and saloon at 402 Plum Street. 
The latter was probably the first private commercial 
entity ever in the block, the only other being a 
restaurant shown on the 1952 Sanborn map at 807 
Victoria Street. Wiese also built his residence attached 
to the rear of the store. In 1889 Robert Inman 
purchased Lot 16, to the east of the Dorseys, and 
constructed his residence there shortly afterward. In 
1905 there were 11 dwellings on the block, ,all on the 
western side (SM 1905). Transaction records indicate 
that all these residences were built between 1896 and 
1901. 

The later history of Wiese's store is as follows. Wiese 
apparently continuously operated the store until about 
1936. It was closed and vacant until about 1937, when 
Nicolas Garcia-Garza (also known by the surname 
Garza-Garcia) purchased the north 88 feet of Lot 1 and 
reopened it as a grocery store. The Garcia-Garza 
family continued to operate the store there until just a 
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few months prior to the start of the project (Waynne 
Cox, personal communication 1990). In 1950 the 
property and store were transferred to "Alfonso J. and 
Mary R. Garza" (Bexar Abstract Company transaction 
records, NCB 628, sheet 2, lines 58-61). 

By 1911 the southwest portion of the block, including 
Lots 11, 12, 18, 19, 20, and 21, had been converted to 
1he City Asphalt Plant and another five residences had 
been added (SM 1911). Physical components of the 
asphalt plant shown on that year's Sanborn map 
include an asphalt machine and wagon shed. By 1952 
the asphalt plant had expanded both physically and 
functionally (SM 1952). It had been renamed 1he 
Department of Public Works City Material Yard, and 
Lots 5-10, 17 and portions of 13 and 14 had been 
incorporated into 1he unit. The home on 1he latter lot had 
been converted to an office (facing on Victoria Street). 
Other physical components 1hen included a second office 
near 1he railroad track along Nevada Street, a machine 
shop, an auto repair shop, two buildings labelled "BL 
SM" (blacksmith shops), a stock room, a paint shop, 
municipal garages, a ''truck shed," ear1hen loading ramps, 
a large ma1erials storage yard, and a large, open-air truck 
parking area. Thus, a major portion of NCB 628 has 
remaired city of San Antonio property from 1he formation 
of 1he block to 1he time of this writing. Other than 1he few 
described above, there were apparently no nonmunicipal 
commercial or industrial developments in the block. 

Probably because development in the block started 
comparatively late, in the 1890s, the majority of 
occupants of the block during the early residential 
phase were Anglos. Minorities consisted of a few 
Poles and blacks, one probable Frenchman, and one 
Irishman. Also, some Hispanics began to move into 
the block in the 1940s and 1950s. It was not 
determined which ethnic group, if any, was primarily 
responsible for the structural developments in the 
block. 

NCB 629 

This is the southernmost of the seven blocks which 
were first platted as squares and have retained their 
original shape to the present. It was initially bounded 
on the north by Nevada Street, on the south by 
Nebraska Street, on the east by South Cherry Street, 
and on the west by South Walnut Street. It had the 
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following surrounding NCBs: 622 on the north, 623 to 
the northeast, 630 on the east, 637 to the southeast, 
636 on the south, 628 to the southwest and west, and 
621 to the northwest. 

This is one of three blocks in the Alamodome impact 
area first purchased from the city by Nemenico de la 
Zerda in October 1850. The others were 627 and 636. 
De la Zerda sold 629 to Adolphus Schloemann and 
August Nette in 1853. Schloemann and Nette retained 
the property in an unimproved state until they 
transferred it to Robert and Sarah Eagar in June 1871, 
and later that year residential-sized parcels were sold 
for the first time. Eighteen primary lots were platted, 
and by the end of 1872, all but Lot 5 had been sold. 
Most of these sales were in multiple-lot parcels to real 
estate investors. Although several San Antonians who 
were socially or politically prominent during this 
period are connected with various lot transfers, 
including Thomas J. Devine (Lots 6 and 7, 1872) and 
William L. Menger (Lots 4, 6, and 7, 1889), it is 
unclear at this point who, if anyone, controlled the 
residential development in the block. 

Such development proceeded slowly into the early part 
of the twentieth century. By 1905 only five residences 
were on the block, but by 1911 about 13 dwellings 
with their attendant outbuildings and one store were 
present (SM 1905, 1911). Apparently built about 1909 
by William L. Menger, the store was located on the 
1911 Sanborn map on Lot 7 at the corner of Nevada 
and South Cherry streets. Its exact purpose was not 
determined. 

In 1914 the Galveston, Harrisburg and San Antonio 
Railway purchased the west 17 ft of Lot 8, and the 
west halves of Lots 10 and 12, apparently for use as a 
general loading area. In 1928 Magnolia Gas Products 
Company purchased Lots 10, 12, 13, and half of Lot 
14. Transaction records indicate that in that same year, 
the gas company entered into an agreement with the 
railroad regarding Lots 8, 10, and 12. By 1952, Lots 
10, 12, and 13 on 1he railroad track at Nebraska Street 
are shown as occupied by the Air Reduction Magnolia 
Company, which engaged in welding gas manu
facturing and storage (SM 1952). The company's 
physical components at that time included an office 
wi1h an attached loading shed and warehouse (Lot 12), 
a detached gas holding tank (Lot 13), and a small 
detached shed (Lot 10). 



Also by 1952, City Water Board supply yard facilities 
occupied the northern half of the block, including all 
of Lots 1-7, 9, and 11. The city had purchased these 
lots back from various individuals, in separate parcels, 
between 1937 and 1950. Some of the physical compo
nents in place by 1952 included an office and attached 
supply warehouse on the comer of Nevada and the 
railroad track (Lots 1 and 2), and an auto repair shop 
along Nevada near the center of the north side of the 
block (Lots 3, 4, 5, and 6). At the rear of this auto 
shop was a detached, 36-car garage. All of the latter 
were built in 1949 (SM 1952). A larger office was 
added ca. 1952 at the comer of Nevada and South 
Cherry streets (Lot 7). A small shop building is also 
shown on the Water Board's property to the rear of 
Lots 9 and 11 near the geographic center of the block, 
and the entire complex was enclosed by steel (probably 
chain-link) fencing. Although some of these compo
nents were undoubtedly altered over the intervening 
years, the Water Board facility continued to occupy 
these premises until nearly the time of this writing. No 
other nonresidential developments are known at this 
time to have occurred in the block. 

NCB 636 

NCB 636 extends further south than any of the other 
blocks in the Alamodome impact area. It is one of five 
blocks in the area which are presently trapezoidal in 
shape. This shape for NCB 636 and also for several 
other blocks in the immediate area resulted from the 
northwest to southeast trend of Goliad Road, which 
adjoins those blocks. Also, the size, and to a lesser 
extent the shape of NCB 636, have been substantially 
altered by the subsequent lateral expansion of Goliad 
Road. The throughway which later became Runge 
Street was added to the block ca. 1918 by developer 
Bernard J. Mauermann to facilitate residential 
subdivision. It was officially adopted as a city street in 
1924. It is L-shaped, with a long leg running north 
from Goliad Road and a short leg running west from 
South Cherry Street. It separates approximately the 
southeast one-fifth from the main portion of the block. 

The entire block was purchased from the city in 1850 
by Nemenico de la Zerda. The property passed 
through several hands until 1874, when it was 
purchased by Bernard J. Mauermann. That same year, 
he subdivided the block into 18 individual lots. Only a 
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few of those lots were sold before 1890. Most of the 
primary lots were sold individually to urban home
steaders between then and 1905. Lots 10-15 passed as 
a unit through the Mauermann family until 1918, when 
they were acquired and replatted by Gus B. Mauer
mann. Consequently, almost all the structures in the 
island of land to the south and east of Runge Street, 
including about a dozen homes, were built in 1918. An 
exception was the home at 719 Cherry Street built in 
1923. 

By 1904 nine free-standing homes and their associated 
outbuildings were on the block (SM 1904). Most of 
them were clustered in the northern half of the block 
along Nebraska Street and Walnut Street (the railroad 
track). With the exception of the 1856 home shown on 
the 1904 Sanborn map at 102 Nebraska Street (Lot 5, 
corner Nebraska Street and the railroad track), which 
was built by Louis Demazieres, all of these homes 
were probably built between 1890 and 1913. By 1911 
two more dwellings were shown on the Sanborn map, 
but there were no commercial structures in the block 
at that time. In addition to Lots 10-15, which were 
being held in the Mauermann family, Lots 1, 17, and 
18 remained unimproved. 

William Jonas had purchased the latter three lots from 
Bernard Mauermann in 1910. They passed through 
several intervening ownerships until they were 
purchased by Thomas E. Barnes in 1924. Barnes 
opened a lumber sales yard there about 1928. By 1952 
the Sanborn map shows the following structures on the 
Barnes property: two stores, two small restaurants, 
and an auto repair shop along Victoria Street; a paper 
and printing warehouse; and the T. J. Barnes, Jr., 
Lumber Yard. The store on the comer of Runge and 
Victoria streets is the largest of the two and may have 
been the lumber yard sales and showroom. The lumber 
yard also included five large lumber sheds and several 
modest-sized warehouses. Another structure shown at 
that time is a gasoline filling station at the comer of 
Victoria and South Cherry streets at the extreme 
southern end of the block. No other commercial 
developments are known at this time to have occurred 
in NCB 636. 

Because the block developed comparatively late in the 
area's historical sequence, the ethnic composition is 
more mixed than in the other blocks considered here. 
Thus, it is probably not possible to accurately attribute 



structural development primarily to any particular 
group, and no attempt is made to so do here. 

NCB 679 

Although this block was platted for residential 
development (Figure 6-14), apparently none ever 
occurred. The whole block apparently remained vacant 
until ca. 1903, when the railroad built its passenger 
depot there. The depot was a nucleus for subsequent 
commercial development in the immediately 
surrounding blocks. 

NCB 681 

Only about half of this block (Figure 6-15) is within 
the Alamodome impact area. Although the block was 
platted into 21 residential-sized tracts when it was first 
formed in the mid-nineteenth century, most of the half 
in question was never improved prior to being 
purchased by the railroad ca. 1901 for a rail spur site. 
Perhaps the only development in the block which is 
historically important was the complex at 333 and 336 
lafitte, the homestead of Herman R. and Anna Geyer. 
Herman Geyer, a blacksmith, probably constructed the 
two-story frame home at 333 Lafitte in 1890. The one
story structure at 336 Lafitte was apparently destroyed 
by the extension of Hoefgen Avenue. Since there are 
no other historically significant development sites in 
the block, it is not further examined here. The Baker 
survey map shows some of the relevant portion of 
NCB 681 at the southwest corner of Gonzales Street 
and Hoefgen Avenue. Although a tract at that location 
has the designation "A.I. W." (for Alamo Iron Works), 
no tract number is shown there. 

NCB 682 

Only a small portion of this block was situated within 
the study area. After some alterations, NCB 682 was 
located toward what was originally its eastern end near 
the corner of Lafitte and Santa Clara streets, and 
included all or portions of three of its eight primary 
lots: 6, 7, and 8. The only developments occurring in 
this area of the block prior to very recent times 
included three or four free-standing dwellings and one 
store at the corner of Santa Clara and Lafitte streets. 
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These were apparently all constructed in the late
nineteenth/early twentieth centuries. Alamo Iron 
Works purchased the northern halves of Lots 7 and 8 
in about 1923. By 1952 the Iron Works had a 
machinery storage yard and warehouse there (SM 
1952). Since no other developments are known to have 
occurred in this area of the block, and since the 
remainder of the block is outside of the study area, no 
further details are provided here concerning NCB 682. 
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Chapter 7 

Summary 

Kevin J. Gross and Anne A. Fox 

Development of Strategy for the Research 

The public tends to consider excavation as the most 
important part of an archaeological project. However, 
nothing could be further from the truth. The main 
objective of an excavation is to increase our knowledge 
of how people lived in the past-what sorts of shelter 
they sought, what they ate and wore, how they 
conducted their everyday lives. In addition, we do our 
best to fit the inhabitants of archaeological sites into 
the setting of their times, often in the process 
recovering details that were never recorded. Despite 
the many hundreds of books and articles published 
about the history of San Antonio, whole sections of its 
history have gone unnoted and are nearly forgotten. 

One of the goals of the Alamodome Project has been 
to reach back into the past 145 years of this small 
section of the city and to record, through intensive 
research and carefully controlled archaeology, details 
of everyday life that would otherwise never have been 
preserved. Careful cross-checking of published 
histories, biographies, newspaper articles, personal 
interviews, and public records against the evidence 
found in the ground yields a surprisingly accurate 
picture of exactly what happened on a given historic 
site at a particular time. 

The accumulation of information contained in Volume 
I was vital in planning the archaeological testing and 
mitigation phases of the project. Location of test units 
and trenches depended almost entirely on the 
information gained by Uecker's map and deed record 
research, as well as the oral histories recorded by 
Pfeiffer and transcribed by the staff of E. L. Fly and 
Associates. Interpretation of the results of the 
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excavations depended heavily on an understanding of 
the historical and ethnic contexts revealed by the 
research of Cox and Mock. The detailed recording of 
the architectural record by Perez and Associates 
preserved a visual study of the types of modest homes 
built in the San Antonio area in the late 1880s to the 
1930s. From this, Fox has derived a typology which 
may be useful for application in similar neighborhoods 
elsewhere in the city. 

We were most fortunate to have such detailed and 
plentiful background information with which to work. 
The sequence followed on this project-intensive 
research before planning excavations-has proven itself 
in earlier CAR projects as an efficient use of 
excavation time and effort, as well as contributing to 
a better understanding of the excavation results. 

The initial planning for the development of a research 
strategy for the Alamodome project was based on what 
had been learned from the research and investigations 
for the Las Tiendas project, later known as the 
Rivercenter Mall. Although considerably smaller in 
scope, being two city blocks, the Las Tiendas Project 
presented essentially the same problems in urban 
recovery as the larger Alamodome project. As with the 
Las Tiendas, a historic sequence of development was 
postulated based upon the known historic growth of the 
Alamodome study area. It was initially assumed, from 
the records available at the beginning of the study, that 
the area had first remained largely undeveloped until 
comparatively late, since it had served primarily as the 
open fields or ejidos for the town. It then began to 
develop with Alamo Iron Works as a nucleus when 
that company was forced to move from the downtown 
area in the mid to late 1800s. The area then 



experienced further growth with the arrival of the 
railroad in the 1870s. All of this growth was centered 
in the first few blocks south of Commerce Street. It 
was assumed that the residential area to the south of 
1he commercial and industrial area had grown from the 
settlement of support workers, first for the Iron Works 
and then later for the railroad. It was also assumed that 
the area was predominantly occupied by African
Americans, and that it had served as the nucleus of the 
presently, predominantly black East Side. 

In 1he research for the Rivercenter Shopping Mall, the 
deed research had to be conducted by a transaction-by
transaction search of the deed records. However, in 
the case of the Alamodome project, this was 
recognized as impractical due to the sheer volume of 
records involved. The Alamodome project entailed 
over 200 individual lots, with a probability of twenty 
to thirty transfers for each lot during the period of 
concern for the study. Therefore, an abstract of title 
company was engaged to provide the data for the deed 
record history of the entire area. While this was being 
developed and studied, a complete set of Sanborn 
Insurance maps were copied for study and planning. 
The earliest complete coverage of the area was not 
until 1886. The next major changes in the area were 
evident in 1he 1904 series, the 1930 series, and finally 
the 1950-to-present series. It was decided, for 
purposes of this project, to break the historical 
development into four basic periods: prior to 1860, 
1860 to 1880, 1880 to 1900, and 1900 to the present. 
For the first period, we were forced to rely on the 
Koch 1873 bird's eye view of San Antonio. We also 
used evidences of early construction indicated by type 
of construction shown on the 1904 Sanborn map, such 
as those structures indicated as "adobe," those 
comparatively small in size and of known early 
architectural plan. These were preliminary judgments 
to be verified by the results of the title search. The 
following period constructions were then identified by 
their appearance on the maps and their architectural 
style. From the results of this study, a tentative 
selection of potential sites was developed. 

Once the title search was completed, the list of owners 
was examined to identify any sites that have potential 
historic importance that would lend themselves to 
National Register consideration. The preliminary site 
list was then narrowed by selection of specific 
considerations of interest within the overall project 

147 

proposal. It soon became evident that some of our 
initial assumptions concerning the development of the 
area were at fault. First, the occupation of the area 
was initially almost exclusively blue-collar, 
semi-skilled to skilled German and Polish workers. 
There was virtually no segregation within the area, but 
the few Black families were evenly dispersed within 
the individual blocks. The area then later changed in 
e1hnic diversity by an influx of Hispanic families, and 
did not become predominantly black until recent times, 
and then only in the southern portion of the 
Alamodome site. Our study indicated the 
African-American settlement of the area was further 
east and to some extent to the north of the study area. 

Once the history of development was clarified, 
individual sites that had been selected as having 
potential merit were then narrowed down by the 
criteria selected in the initial scope of work. These 
sites were then appraised based upon their uniqueness 
and location within the study area. It was recognized 
that with the short framework of time remaining, after 
planning and budget delays, it would be necessary to 
initially concentrate on those sites within the footprint, 
or the actual area impacted by the Alamodome 
structure, in order to recover all required information 
without adverse impact upon the construction 
deadlines. These sites were scheduled first for 
investigation, which was initiated while the demolition 
and site clearance were being monitored by other 
members of the archaeological team. The areas 
selected for possible extensive study and mitigation 
were selected as much as possible outside the footprint 
area, selecting by comparison of attributes and where 
possible wi1h substitution of like sites within the area to 
be impacted last. 

Developmental History of Lots 
Within the Project Area 

Tables 7-1 and 7-2 summarize the developmental 
history of all 242 lots in the Alamodome project area 
from 1850 to 1950. Maps of the area and a variety of 
o1her archival sources were used to assign site types to 
each lot-limited to undeveloped/vacant, residential, 
commercial, industrial, or unknown. Since individual 
lot- site types changed frequently through time, each 
lot was examined in arbitrarily selected, five-year 
increments. Thus, each lot had 21 temporal units; the 



entire project area had 5,082 spatial-temporal units. 
Table 7-1 presents the site-type changes over time for 
all of the lots. Table 7-2 shows the proportion of each 
site type for the project area at different time periods. 
Similar calculations were also made for each block and 
are presented in Table 7-3. 

This method of analysis created a few inconsistencies 
and problems. First, to limit the number of potential 
types of sites, mixed-use sites (i.e., a lot that had 
commercial and residential components) were counted 
only as a single type. Lots that were commercial and 
residential were recorded as commercial; lots that 
were industrial and commercial were recorded as 
industrial. No other mixed-use types (Le., industrial
residential) were identified. Second, when a site 
changed type at an unknown time (from residential to 
industrial, for example), the intervening years were 
recorded as unknown. Therefore, the unknown 
category is slightly overrepresented. Despite these 
limitations, Tables 7-1, 7-2, and 7-3 provide 
reasonably accurate overviews of the project area's 
development. 

As Table 7-2 illustrates, site types were identified for 
nearly 66 percent of the spatial-temporal units while 34 
percent were unknown. Likewise, full lot histories 
(where site types could be identified for all 21 
temporal units) were completed for 85 of the 242 lots 
(35.12 percent [Table 7-1]). Full lot histories were 
also completed for 30 of the 36 archaeological sites 
(note that the 36 sites occupied 47 lots). Only six lots 
(2.48 percent) have fully incomplete or unknown 
developmental histories. 

Until the early twentieth century, much of the project 
area was undeveloped. For instance, in 1870 at least 
57 percent of all of the lots were undeveloped. If the 
data are adjusted to reflect only the identified sites by 
subtracting out the unknown sites, undeveloped lots in 
1870 constituted 88 percent of all known sites. Similar 
calculations were completed for all known site types 
for 1870, 1910, and 1950 and are presented in Table 
7-4. 

Residential development in the Alamodome area 
probably peaked in 1910 when at least 52 percent of 
the lots were used for residential purposes. However, 
a larger percentage of the lots were residential before 
the turn of the century than is suggested in Table 7-2. 
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Our most complete data was for years where detailed 
maps were available (1886, 1904, 1911, and 1952). 
Therefore, the difference between map years and 
periods immediately prior to map years are slightly 
exaggerated. A more accurate reflection of the area's 
early residential development can be completed by 
calculating adjusted rates for known sites for the years 
just prior to 1905-1910. In 1880, residential lots 
constituted 23.18 percent of all known sites; in 1885, 
25.80 percent; in 1900, 42.11 percent; in 1905, 43.75 
percent; and in 1910, 62.19 percent. 

The area developed few commercial properties. After 
the turn of the century, between one and three percent 
of the lots were used for commercial purposes. No 
more than 10 percent of the lots were industrial before 
1900. After the turn of the century, however, a large 
percentage of the project area was used for industrial 
purposes. By 1950, almost 50 percent of all of the lots 
were industrial. Table 7-3 suggests that residential and 
industrial lots were intentionally segregated. Blocks 
that were predominantly industrial-including NCBs 
601,614,679,681, and 682-had few, if any, known 
residential lots. 

In general, the project area developed in four phases: 
Early Residential Development (1850 to 1860), 
Residential Growth and Early Industrial Development 
(1860 to 1880), Residential Climax (1880 to 1900), 
and Industrial Infusion (1900 to 1950). We intuitively 
selected a representative sample of residential sites 
from different time periods to archaeologically 
investigate. Nine of the archaeological sites were 
constructed between 1850 and ca. 1859; 3 sites were 
constructed between 1860 and 1879; 13 sites were 
constructed between 1880 and ca. 1889; and, 11 sites 
were constructed between 1900 and 1950. 
Collectively, the selected sites allowed us to examine 
the entire area's development over time. 



Table 7-1. Developmental History of Lots in the Alamodome Project Area, 1850-1950 

Block Lot 41BX- 1850 1855 1860 1865 1870 1875 1880 1885 1890 1895 1900 1905 1910 1915 1920 1925 1930 1935 1940 1945 1950 

601 und und und und und und i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i 

IS 928 und und und und und und r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r 
IN und und und und und uod und und und und r r r r r r r r r r r 

2 und und und und und und r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r 

3 und und und und und uod und und uod und r r r r r r r r r r r .., 
4 und und und und 00 und und r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r 

~ 5 und und und und und und und und und r r r r r r r r r r r r ..... 
~ 6 929 und und und und und und r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r \0 

7 und und und und und und r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r 

8 und und und und und und r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r 

1 und und und und und und r r r r r r i i i i i i i i i 

2 und und und und und uod r r r r r r i i i i i i i i i 
3 und und und und und und r r r r r r r i i i i i i i i 

4 und und und und und und r r r r r r r i i i i i i i i 

5 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i i i i i i i i i 

6 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i i i i i i i i i 

7 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i i i i i i i i i 

8 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i i i i i i i i i 
~ 9 und und und und und und und r r 
\0 

c c c c c c c c c c c i 

10 und und und und und und und und r ? ? ? ? ? i i i i i i i 

11 955 und und und und und ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i i i i i i i i 

12 und und und und und und r r r r r r r i i i i i i i i 
13 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i i i i i i i i i 
14 und und und und und uod r r r r r r i i i i i i i i i 

15 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i i i i i i i i i i 
16 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i i i i i i i i i i 

Key to abbreviations: 
und - undeveloped 
i - industrial 
r- residential 
c- commercial 
?- unknown 
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Table 7-1. continued 

Block Lot 41BX- 1850 1855 1860 1865 1870 1875 1880 1885 1890 1895 1900 1905 1910 1915 1920 1925 1930 1935 1940 1945 1950 

1 und und und und und und und und ? ? ? ? r r r r r r r r r 

2 und und und und und und und und ? ? ? ? r r r r r r r r r 

3 und und und und und und und und ? ? ? ? r i i i i i i i i 

4 und und und und und und und und ? ? ? ? r r r r r r r r r 

5 und und und und und und und und ? ? ? ? r r r r r r r r r 

6 und und und und und und und uod ? ? ? ? r i i i i i i i i 

7 und und und und und und uod und ? ? ? ? r r r r r r r r r 

8 und und und und und und und und und und uod und und ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r 

9 und und und und und und uod uod ? ? ? ? r i i i i i i i i 

10 und und und und und und und uod ? ? ? ? r r r r r r r r r 

11 und und und und und und und und ? ? ? ? r ? ? ? ? ? ? ? und 
12 und und und und und und uod uod ? ? ? ? r i i i i i i i i 

..... 
13 und und und und und und und uod ? ? ? ? 0 r r r r r r r r r 

I.:> 

14 und und und und und und uod uod ? ? ? ? r r r r r r r r r 

15 und und und und und und uod uod und und uod und uod i i i i i i i i 

16 und und und und und uod uod uod ? ? ? ? r r r r r r r r r 

17 und und und und und und uod uod ? ? ? ? r r r r r r r r r 

18 und und und uod und und und und ? ? ? ? r i i i i i i i i 

19 und und und und und und und uod ? ? ? ? r r r r r r r r r 

20 und und und und uod und uod uod ? ? ? ? r r r r r r r r r 

21 und uod und und uod und uod uod ? ? ? ? r i i i i i i i i 

22 und uod und und und und und uod ? ? ? ? r r r r r r r r r 

23 und und und uod und uod und uod ? ? ? ? r r r r r r r r r 

24 uod und und und und und und und ? ? ? ? r i i i i i i i i 
•.............. .... ..... .......... ......... .. , .... .......... .......... ............ ........... ......... ......... ....... .... . ... ,- " .... ... .. . .. . .. .. 

A1 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r 

A2 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r 

A3 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r 

A4 890 und r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r 

AS 891 und r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r 

A6 892 und r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r 

A7 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i 

A8 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i 

'" 
A13 892 und r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r i 

~ A14 892 und r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r c 
A15 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r 

AB4 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r 

4 r ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i 
5 und und r r r r r r r r r r ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i 
10 927 und und r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r 

11 und und r ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i 
16 und und r r r r r r r r r r r ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i ..... .. .... ...... ... ... ..... .... ........ ......... ......... . ...... . ..... ......... .. ... .... ...... '" " .... . ,' . 

Key to abbreviations: 
und - uodeveloped 
i - industrial 
r- residential 
c- commercial 
? - unknowo 
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Table 7-1. continued 

Block Lot 41BX- 1850 1855 1860 1865 1870 1875 1880 1885 1890 1895 1900 1905 1910 1915 1920 1925 1930 1935 1940 1945 1950 

1 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i i i i i i i i i i I 

2 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i i i i i i i i i i i 
3 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i i i i i i i i i i i 
4 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i i i i i i i i i i i 

5 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i i i i i i i i i i i 
6 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i i i i i i i i i i i 

:!; 
7 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i i i i i i i i i i i \C 

8 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i i i i i i i i i i i 

9 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i i i i i i i i i i i 

10 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i i i i i i i i i i i 
11 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i i i i i i i i i i i 
12 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i i i i i i i i i i i ... . " . ... . .... ...... .... ........ .. ........ ............. ..... .......... ....... ...... ... . .. ...... ..... .. ... 
1 und und und und und und und und und und i i i i i i i i i i i 

2 und und und und und und und und und und i i i i i i i i i i i 

3 und und und und und und und und und und i i i i i i i i i i i 

4 und und und und und und und und und r r r r r r r r r r r r 

5 und und und und und und und und und r r r r r r r r r r r r 

6 und und und und und und und und r r r r r r r r r r r r r 

7 893 und und und und und und und und r r r r r r r r r r r r r 

8 894 und und und und und und und und r r r r r r r r r r r r r 
~ 

9 und und und und und und und und und und und und und ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i \C 

10 und und und und und und und und und und und und und ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i 
11 und und und und und und und und und und und und und ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i 
12 und und und und und und und und und und und und und ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i 
13 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r r r r r r r r r 

14 und und und und und und und und und und und und und ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i 
15 945 r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r 

16 945 r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r 

Key to abbreviations: 
und - undeveloped 
i - industrial 
r- residential 
c- commercial 
?- unknown 
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Table 7-1. continued 

mock Lot 41BX- 1850 1855 1860 1865 1870 1875 1880 1885 1890 1895 1900 1905 1910 1915 1920 1925 1930 1935 1940 1945 1950 

1 und und und und und und und und und und r r r r r r r ? ? ? ? 

2 und und und und und und ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 

3 und und und und und und und und und und r r r r r r r ? ? ? ? 

4 und und und und und und und und und und und und und ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 

5 und und und und und und und und und und r r r r r r r ? ? ? ? 

6 und und und und und und und und und und und und und ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r 

7 und und und und und und und und und und r r r r r r r ? ? ? ? 

0 
8 und und und und und und und ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r 

M 9 und und und und und und ? ? ? ? ? ? \0 r r r r r r r r r 

10 und und und und und und und und und und und und r r r r r r r r r 

11 und und und und und und r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r 

12 884 und und und und und und r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r 

13 und und und und und und und und und und und und r ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i 
14 und und und und und und und r r r r r r r r r r r r r r 

15 und und und und und und und und und und und und r ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i 
16 und und und und und und und und r r r r r r r r r r r r r . .. .... .. .. ....................... . ......... .. ... ..... . . 
1 930 und und und und und und und und r r r r r r r r r r r r r 

2 930 und und und und und und und und r r r r r r r r r r r r r 
3 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r r r r r r r r r 

4 und und und und und und und und und und und und und ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i 
5 und und und und und und und und und und und und und ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i 
6 926 und r r r r r r r r r r r und ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i 
7 897 und und und r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r 

8 und und und und und und und und und und und und und ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i 
(::i 

9 883 und und und \0 und und und r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r 

10 und und und und und und und und und und und und und ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i 
11 8811882 und und und und und und und und r r r r r r r r r r r r r 

12 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r r r r r r r r r 

13 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r r r r r r r r r 

14 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i 
15 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i 
16 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i .... ... , .. ... .. .. ..... ... ........ . .. .. 

Key to abbreviations: 
und - undeveloped 
i - industrial 
r- residential 
c- commercial 
?- unknown 
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Table 7-1. continued 

Block Lot 41BX- 1850 1855 1860 1865 1870 1875 1880 1885 1890 1895 1900 1905 1910 1915 1920 1925 1930 1935 1940 1945 1950 

1 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r r r r r r r r r 

2 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r r r r r r r r r 

3 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r r r r r r r r r 

4 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r r r r r r r r r 

5 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r r r r r r r r r 

A6 900 und und r r r r r r r r r r r r r i i i i i i 
A7 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i 
A8 899 r r r r r r r r r r r r r r ? ? ? ? ? ? i 

<'I A9 898 r r r r r r r r r r r r r r ? ? ? ? ? ? i <'I 
It) 

AI0 898 r r r r r r r r r r r r r r ? ? ? ? ? ? i 

All ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i 

A12 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r r r r r r r r r 

A13 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r ? ? ? ? ? ? ? und 

A14 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r r r r r r r r r 

A15 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r r r r r r r r r 

A16 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r r r r r r r r r 

A17 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r r r r r r r r r 

5 und und und und und und und und r r r r r r r r r r r r c 
6 956 und und und und und und und und r r r r r r r r r r r r c 

7 885 und und und und und und und und und r r r r r r r r r r r r 

8 956 und und und und und und und und r r r r r r r r r r r r r 

9 und und und und und und und und und r r r r r r r r r r r r 

10 und und und und und und und und und und und und r r r r r r r r r 

11 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 
r-- 12 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? <'I 
It) 

A13 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? c 

14 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 

15 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 

16 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r 

17 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r 

18 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r 

19 und und und und und und und und und r r r r r r r r r r r r 

Key to abbreviations: 
und - undeveloped 
i - industrial 
r- residential 
c- commercial 
?- unknown 
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Table 7-1. continued 

mock Lot 41BX- 1850 1855 1860 1865 1870 1875 1880 1885 1890 1895 1900 1905 1910 1915 1920 1925 1930 1935 1940 1945 1950 

1 895 und und und und und und und i c c c c c c c c c c c c c 

2 895 und und und und und und und i c c c c c c c c c c c c c 

3 957 und und und und und und und und r ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i 

4 957 und und und und und und und und r ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i 

5 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i 

6 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i 

7 und und und und und und und und und und und und ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i 

8 und und und und und und und und und und und und ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i 

9 und und und und und und und und und und und und ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i 

10 und und und und und und und und und und und und ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i 
00 11 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i i i i i i i i i M 
~ 

12 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i i i i i i i i i 

13 957 und und und und und und und und r ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i 

14 957 und und und und und und und und r ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i 

15 und und und und und und und r r r r r r r r r r r r r r 

16 und und und und und und und und r r r r r r r r r r r r r 

17 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i 

18 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i i i i i i i i i 

19 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i i i i i i i i i 

20 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i i i i i i i i i 
21 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i i i i i i i i i 

Key to abbreviations: 
und - undeveloped 
i - industrial 
r- residential 
c - commercial 
?- unknown 
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Table 7-1. continued 

Block Lot 41BX- 1850 1855 1860- 1865 1870 1875 1880 1885 1890 1895 1900 1905 1910 1915 1920 1925 1930 1935 1940 1945 1950 

1 und und und und und und und und und und und und ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i 
2 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 1 1 1 ? ? r 1 ? 1 1 1 1 ? i 
3 1 1 1 1 ? ? 1 ? 1 ? 1 ? r ? ? 1 ? 1 ? ? i 
4 und und und und und und und und und und und und und ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i 
5 und und und und und und und und und und und und und ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i 
6 ? 1 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r ? ? ? ? ? 1 ? i 
7 und und und und und und und und und und und r r ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i 
8 und und und und und und und und und und und und r ? 1 1 1 ? ? 1 ? 

0\ 9 1 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r ? ? 1 ? 1 ? ? i 
N 
\0 10 und und und und und und und und und und und und und und und i i i i i i 

11 ? 1 ? ? ? 1 ? ? 1 ? 1 ? r ? ? ? ? ? 1 1 i 
12 und und und und und und und und und und und und r ? ? 1 ? 1 ? ? i 
13 und und und und und und und und und und und und und und und i i i i i i 

14 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 1 r r r r r r r r r 

15 und und und und und und und und und und und und und und und und und und und und und 
16 und und und und und und und und und und und und und und und und und und und und und 
17 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r 1 ? ? ? ? ? 1 ? 

18 ? ? ? ? 1 ? ? 1 ? ? ? ? r 1 1 ? ? 1 1 1 1 . , ..... .... , . 
Key to abbreviations: 

und - undeveloped 
i- industrial 
r- residential 
c- commercial 
1- unknown 
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Table 7-1. continued 

mock Lot 41BX- 1850 1855 1860 1865 1870 1875 1880 1885 1890 1895 1900 1905 1910 1915 1920 1925 1930 1935 1940 1945 1950 

1 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 

2 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r r r r r r r r r 

3 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r r r r r r r r r 

4 896 r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r 

5 896 r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r 

6 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r r r r r r r r r 

7 938 ? ? ? ? ? ? r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r 

A8 937 ? ? ? ? ? ? r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r 

A9 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r r r r r r r r r 

17 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r r r r r r r r r 

18 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r 

A und und und und und und und und und und und und ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r 

B und und und und und und und und und und und und ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r 

C 932 und und und und und und und und und und und und und und r r r r r r r 

10 D 931 und und und und und und und und und und und und und und r r r r r r r 

'" 10 E und und und und und und und und und und und und ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r 

F und und und und und und und und und und und und ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r 

G und und und und und und und und und und und und ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r 

H 936 und und und und und und r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r 

I 936 und und und und und und r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r 

J 942 und und und und und und und und und und und und und und r r r r r r r 

K und und und uncI- und und und und und und und und und und r r r r r r r 

L 941 und und und und und und und und und und und und und und r r r r r r r 

M 944 und und und und und und und und und und und und und und r r r r r r r 

N 939 und und und und und und und und und und und und und und r r r r r r r 

0 und und und und und und und und und und und und und und r r r r r r r 

P 940 und und und und und und und und und und und und und und r r r r r r r 

Q 943 und und und und und und und und und und und und und und r r r r r r r 

R und und und und und und und und und und und und ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r 

S und und und und und und und und und und und und ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? r .. .. ... ....... ... ........... .......... .......... . ................... . ......... ... ...... .......... ....... ... ...... .... .. . .... .. .. . .......... . ... . ...... 
679 und und und und und und und und und und i i i i i i i i i i i ... ........ .. .. 

? und und und und und und und und und und i i i i i i i i i i i 
? und und und und und und und und und und i i i i i i i i i i i 
? und und und und und und und und und und i i i i i i i i i i i 
? und und und und und und und und und und i i i i i i i i i i i 

.... ? und und und und und und und und und und i i i i i i i i i i i 
co 
10 ? und und und und und und und und und und i i i i i i i i i i i 

? und und und und und und und und und und i i i i i i i i i i i 
? und und und und und und und und und und i i i i i i i i i i i 
? und und und una und und und und und und i i i i i i i i i i i 
? und und und und und und und und und und i i i i i i i i i i i .... .... .... ... ... .. ... .... .. ..... .. '" .. .. .. .. 
6 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 

N 7 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i i i i i i i co 
10 

8 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i i i i i i i 
... ... .. .. .. ... . ... 

Key to abbreviations: 
und- undeveloped 
i - industrial 
r- residential 
c - commercial 
?- unknown 
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-Ut 
-...l 

~ 
C1) 

1 
t:: 

~ 

Lot Use 

undeveloped 

residential 

commercial 

industrial 

unknown 

total 

undeveloped 

residential 

commercial 

industrial 

unknown 

total 

1850 1855 

151 145 

8 13 

0 0 

0 0 

83 84 

242 242 

62.4 59.9 

3.31 5.37 

0 0 

0 0 

34.3 34.7 

100 100 

Table 7-2. Summary of Development of Lots within the Alamodome Project Area 

1860 1865 1870 1875 1880 1885 1890 1895 1900 1910 1915 1920 1925 

140 139 139 138 118 112 74 68 48 30 14 4 2 

18 18 18 18 37 40 56 56 62 125 90 97 96 

0 0 0 0 0 0 2 3 3 3 3 3 3 

0 0 0 0 1 3 1 1 27 43 55 58 61 

84 85 85 86 86 87 109 114 102 41 80 80 80 

242 242 242 242 242 242 242 242 242 242 242 242 242 .. 
57.9 57.4 57.4 57 48.8 46.3 30.6 28.1 19.8 12.4 5.79 1.65 0.83 

7.44 7.44 7.44 7.44 15.3 16.5 23.1 23.1 25.6 51.7 37.2 40.1 39.7 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0.83 1.24 1.24 1.24 1.24 1.24 1.24 

0 0 0 0 0.41 1.24 0.41 0.41 11.2 17.8 22.7 24 25.2 

34.7 35.1 35.1 35.5 35.5 36 45 47.1 42.2 16.9 33.1 33.1 33.1 

100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 

1930 1935 1940 1945 1950 

2 2 2 2 4 

96 92 92 92 107 

3 3 3 3 6 

61 61 61 61 110 

80 84 84 84 15 

242 242 242 242 242 

0.83 0.83 0.83 0.83 1.65 

39.7 38 38 38 44.2 

1.24 1.24 1.24 1.24 2.48 

25.2 25.2 25.2 25.2 45.5 

33.1 34.7 34.7 34.7 6.2 

100 100 100 100 100 



Table 7-3. Summary of Developmental History of Lots Within the Alamodome Project Area by Blocks 

Block Lots STUnits Sites 
Undeveloped Residential Commercial Industrial Unknown 

(n=) (n=) (n=) (n=) (n=) 

601 1 21 0 6 0 0 15 0 

605 9 189 2 65 124 0 0 0 

606 16 336 1 56 42 11 132 95 

607 24 504 0 203 135 0 64 102 

613 17 357 4 13 147 1 7 189 

614 12 252 0 0 0 0 132 120 

615 16 336 3 137 114 0 38 47 

620 16 336 1 148 107 0 2 79 

621 16 336 6 87 113 0 8 128 

622 17 357 3 3 148 0 11 195 

627 15 315 2 63 85 3 0 164 

628 21 441 2 109 34 26 67 205 

629 18 378 0 145 20 0 22 191 

636 30 630 12 236 225 0 0 169 

679 1 21 0 10 0 0 11 0 

681 10 210 0 100 0 0 110 0 
682 3 63 0 0 0 0 14 49 

242 5082 36 1381 1294 41 633 1733 

mock Lots ST Units Sites 
Undeveloped Residential Commercial Industrial Unknown 

(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

601 1 21 0 28.57 0.00 0.00 71.43 0.00 

605 9 189 2 34.39 65.61 0.00 0.00 0.00 

606 16 336 1 16.67 12.50 3.27 39.29 28.27 

607 24 504 0 40.28 26.79 0.00 12.70 20.24 

613 17 357 4 3.64 41.18 0.28 1.96 52.94 

614 12 252 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 52.38 47.62 

615 16 336 3 40.77 33.93 0.00 11.31 13.99 

620 16 336 1 44.05 31.85 0.00 0.60 23.51 

621 16 336 6 25.89 33.63 0.00 2.38 38.10 

622 17 357 3 0.84 41.46 0.00 3.08 54.62 

627 15 315 2 20.00 26.98 0.95 0.00 52.06 

628 21 441 2 24.72 7.71 5.90 15.19 46.49 

629 18 378 0 38.36 5.29 0.00 5.82 50.53 
636 30 630 12 37.46 35.71 0.00 0.00 26.83 

679 1 21 0 47.62 0.00 0.00 52.38 0.00 

681 10 210 0 47.62 0.00 0.00 52.38 0.00 

682 3 63 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 22.22 77.78 

Table 7-4. Percent of Known Site Types in the Alamodome Project Area by Time Period 

1870 1910 1950 Total 

Undeveloped 88.54 14.93 1.76 41.24 

Residential 11.46 62.19 53.23 38.64 

Commercial 0.00 1.49 2.99 1.22 

Industrial 0.00 21.39 48.46 18.90 
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